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Saturday, April 1 
Torah Study  9am 
Bar Mitzvah Nathan Butler 10am 
 
Friday, April 7 
Shabbat Service  8pm 
 
Saturday, April 8 
Bar Mitzvah Robbie Engle 10:30am 
Tot Shabbat  10:30am 
 
Friday, April 14 
Shabbat Service  8pm 
 
Saturday, April 15 
Torah Study  9am 
 
Friday, April 21 
Shabbat Service  8pm 
Renaissance 
 
Saturday, April 22 
B’nai Mitzvah Andrew 10am 
Matthew & Megan 
 
Friday, April 28 
Family Shabbat Service 7pm 
 
Saturday, April 29 
B’nai Mitzvah Noah  10am 
Hoffman/Jolie Kaylie 
 
Friday, May 5 
Munchkin Minyan  6pm 
Shabbat Service  8pm 
 
Saturday, May 6 
Torah Study  9am 
B’not Mitzvah Molly Robb/ 10am  
Lindsey Berlin  
 
Friday, May 12 
Shabbat Service  8pm 
 
Saturday, May 13 
Tot Shabbat   10:30am 
 
 

At Temple Isaiah  

This Month 

The Prophet 
Shalom! 
 

I want to take this opportunity to wish you and your loved 
ones a Chag Pesach Sameach – A Good, and Joyous Festival of 
Passover.  Passover is one of my favorite holidays, particularly 
because of the combination of spring-cleaning and long hours 
spent in the kitchen preparing the seder meal.  I am happy to 
know that our Temple Isaiah seder-match has yielded some 

results so that members of our community who have spots at their table were 
connected to those in the community looking for a place to celebrate the  
Passover seder.  If you have read this Prophet article early enough and either 
have or need a place, call the TI office asap and speak with Lori Levitas or email 
lori@templeisaiah.org. Just as an aside, we have already planned for next year 
to hold a communal Second Night Seder Meal here at Temple Isaiah.  If you 
want to be involved in this, let me know – sometime AFTER this year’s holiday! 
 

The other aspect of Passover that speaks so deeply to me is the opportunity to 
teach, re-live and adapt a history that is thousands of years old, yet recreated 
every year around the table as we remember our journey as a people from 
Slavery to Freedom.  According to the Mishnah (Pesachim 10:4), the structure 
of the Haggadah is intended to begin in a place of tremendous distress, even 
disgust – and to conclude with praise.  Effectively, it is a dramatic retelling that 
encourages us to remember what it was to be an enslaved people, powerless 
and without hope.  Then, stage by stage in the steps of the seder, to bring us 
to a place of deliverance, freedom and the impetus to praise God for the  
freedoms that have been granted. 
 

However, freedom is not a simple word.  There is the element of freedom that 
tells us that we are able to do whatever we want, and no one can tell us any 
different.  Absolute freedom.  The kind of freedom that we imagine in our 
minds during the last few minutes of a school year when we are a young  
student, picturing the summer completely unencumbered by homework, tests, 
alarm clocks and the like.  But, this is (as the example suggests) an immature 
version of freedom. 
 

Rather, the freedom of the Exodus was a freedom that led directly to covenant 
(at Mount Sinai), a Freedom of Responsibility.  Rabbi Allen Maller describes it 
this way: 
 

“Our Haggadah frequently speaks of freedom. Yet freedom without  
commitment leads to social breakdown and anarchy in our society and self-
centeredness and egoism in our personal lives. We cannot value freedom  
without valuing commitment and duty even more...Thus, the Exodus from 
Egypt leads directly to the covenant at Sinai. The matzot of freedom become 
the mitzvot of Jewish responsibility.”                   (Rabbi continued on next page) 

mailto:lori@templeisaiah.org


In point of fact, the words MiTzVOT and MaTzOT are virtually indistinguishable in the Hebrew language,  
further linking the idea that the Freedom of Exodus is about the commandments we are linked to by  
responsibility.  One clever rabbinic commentator puts the pun this way: “When a MiTzVaH comes your way, 
you are forbidden to allow it to let it linger (undone), lest it become fermented.”  This play on the making of 
MaTzaH in a certain amount of time, before fermentation takes place, gives a sense of urgency to the  
performance of the commandments.    
 

Added urgency has been a regular feature at our seder tables for generations.  “In every age, a person is  
obligated to see themselves as if they (personally) had been a slave in Egypt and have been delivered from 
slavery by God.”  This is the reason that fifty years ago we saw the development of “Freedom Seders,” where 
the struggle for civil rights in the United States was linked to the Passover table.  In subsequent generations, 
every struggle that has a similar arc has been infused into our ancient ritual.  Women’s Equality, Soviet  
Refuseniks, Ethiopian Jewry, LGBTQ and so many other communities have found voice around our seder 
meal – and breathed the air of relevance into our beautiful ritual. 
 

This year, again, we have the opportunity to link our seder to the struggles of those who are beginning their 
own Exodus of sorts – the more than 65 million refugees worldwide who are seeking protection from various 
forms of oppression and violence, including real-life modern-day actual slavery!  I have written several times 
in recent months about the extraordinary work of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and my hopes 
that Temple Isaiah will partner with them in sponsoring a refugee family’s resettlement in coming months.  
HIAS has produced a tremendously effective Seder Supplement for this year.  You can download it here.  To 
give you a taste, I am pasting a brief excerpt below. 
 

I wish for you and yours a Joyous Passover filled with the Freedom of Responsibility! 
 

L’Shalom, 
 

Rabbi Craig Axler 

https://www.hias.org/passover2017?utm_source=Welcome+Campaign&utm_campaign=8930e7ca87-Welcome_Campaign_Newsletter_April_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b2bec5a128-8930e7ca87-166992241


 

from the President 

• The Board constructed and approved a Temple  
Isaiah Board mission statement 

 

• Temple Isaiah welcomes 1 new member 
 

• The Board approved the purchase of 6 new I PADS 
for the pre-school 

 

• The Sisterhood's Casino Night is April 22 at 7:30--
food stations, music, dancing, games of chance, 
raffles--open to community 

Board Summary 

In April, we will celebrate Passover to commemorate the freedom of the Jewish 
people from slavery.  Every year, we continue to tell the story of the Exodus of the 
Jews from Egypt so that we never forget how much our Jewish ancestors suffered 
to pave the way for our freedom and the continuity of the Jewish people. This 
year, for the first time, I will be hosting the first night of Passover (previously  
always going to either a relative’s or friend’s house). I am sure you agree that it is 
a lot of work to put a seder together, and I have never had the “stamina” to take 
it on.  However, this year I feel different.  I feel invigorated and excited to set a 
Passover table, prepare the seder plate, cook the traditional foods and feel  
connected to my Jewish heritage.  My heart will be warmed sitting at the table 
and witnessing our children partake in Jewish traditions. My children will be  

accompanied by some of their Jewish college friends and I will be reminded of how important it is to instill in 
our children a sense of Judaism in order for the survival and continuity of the Jewish people. Not only should 
we instill Jewish values in our homes, but it is just as important that synagogue life remains strong in our 
communities. That said, we must show support of our temple, either by attending programs, volunteering or 
donating money. Attending Casino Night at Temple Isaiah is one very easy way to show your support.   
 

Please join me for a fabulous evening on April 22 at Casino Night.  I promise it will be fabulous because the 
Chairman of the committee is TI’s “event planning rock star”, Doris Geisler. Casino Night is Temple Isaiah’s 
biggest fundraiser and your attendance would be greatly valued.  Enjoy playing table games like blackjack, 
roulette, and craps, and you would be doing a mitzvah by helping TI, Jewish Emergency Network (JEN) and   
Champions Against Cancer. In addition to gaming, there will be a lot of delicious food, drink, music and  
dancing. If you wish to make a new friend at TI, just play a game and you will make a new friend. Seven years 
ago, we brought the casino to Temple Isaiah for TI’s 40th celebration and it was a blast; the upcoming evening 
on the 22nd should be no different. Guests are not limited to only TI folks, so instead of going out to dinner 
with your friends on April 22, bring them to Casino Night.  After Casino Night, the next big fundraiser will be 
TI’s 13th annual Matzohball 5K. Let’s make “Matzohball’s Bar Mitzvah year” an even bigger success. 
 

It took ten plagues and many miracles to convince Pharoah to free the Jews.  I hope all it takes is this one 
plea to convince you to come to Casino Night.  See you on the 22nd! 
 

Chag Sameach! 
 
Donna 



       Synagogue Life 

 

… to our April B’nai Mitzvah Nathan Butler, Robbie Engle, Andrew Hollander, 
Matthew Hollander, Megan Hollander, Noah Hoffman & Jolie Kaylie 
 
… to Howard & Joanne Gampel  on the birth of their granddaughter Xena Cerise, 
daughter of Mitchell & Jessica Gampel 

HaTikvah, Israel’s national anthem, describes 
the great hope of the Jewish people: “ להיות עם

 to be a free people in our“ –”  חופשי בארצנו
land.” Over 4 sessions we will unpack this rich 
phrase, focusing on a different word each week 
as the gateway to our study. Each session will 
gives us an opportunity to deepen our  
understanding of the ancient land and modern 
state of Israel as we wrestle with our own  
relationship with these terms. 
 

Meeting for 4 weeks from 7:00-8:30 beginning 

Wednesday, April 26. For more information or 

to sign up, contact Rachel Petroff Kessler at     

Rachel@templeisaiah.org or 301-317-1101.  

New Beginnings—
Mechadeish 

 

Support for people who find  
themselves single again after the 
end of a marriage. 
 

Find a welcoming and safe  
environment to expand your social 
circle with a new group of friends 

who understand what you are going through.  
 

We welcome you whether you have children (of any 
age) or no children at all; whether you are newly  
separated, divorced for years or are a widow/
widower. 
 

Join us for brunch Sunday, April 23 at 10am at Rudy's 
Mediterranean Grill , 7185 Columbia Gateway Drive, 
Columbia, Maryland 21046.  

Save the Date for the Temple Isaiah Annual  
Volunteer Brunch—Sunday, April 30. More info 
coming soon 

mailto:Rachel@templeisaiah.org




Volunteer Corner 

Jeanie Lazerov was raised in an interfaith home in Baltimore; her mother was 
Protestant and her father was Orthodox Jewish. Due to Orthodox customs, she 
rarely attended services as she would be separated from her father. When she 
did go to a house of worship, it was generally to a Methodist church with her 
mother.  She celebrated both Christian and Jewish holidays. With her mother’s 
small family and father’s large family, her family connection was pulled towards 
Judaism. The family would come over to celebrate the Jewish holidays and her 
mother would make the kitchen kosher for Passover.  Some years, for high  
holiday services, she would join her neighbors at Shaarei Tfiloh, a modern  
Orthodox synagogue in Druid Hill. 
 

At age 13, instead of having a bat-mitzvah, she joined the Methodist church  
because she had gone regularly to Sunday school at church. When she went off to college she saw herself as more 
Jewish than Christian. She decided to study more about Judaism but did not become involved in the Jewish  
community and still considered herself half and half. Her husband grew up with an Orthodox family, was a bar 
mitzvah, but never practiced much on his own afterwards. When they married, it was a Reform Jewish service 
performed by Rabbi Morris Lieberman. Jeanie and her husband moved to Columbia in 1970, joined Columbia  
Jewish Congregation and then Temple Isaiah when their daughters were young and contemplating bat mitzvah.  
Around the time of their b’not-mitzvah, Jeanie consulted with Rabbi Panoff regarding her status as a Jew.  He told 
her that she would be considered Jewish by the Reform congregation. Even with the Rabbi’s blessing, she didn’t 
feel like a “real” Jew and decided to attend classes, went through a conversion, and went to the mikvah. 
 

Jeanie and her husband have been members of TI almost 30 years. For the first 20 years of membership she 
worked for Senator Sarbanes which didn’t allow any time for activities outside of work. About 10 years ago, after 
about 40 years of service, she retired. Both she and her husband became involved in the Jewish community, 
attending AIPAC conferences and serving on the board of the Jewish Federation of Howard County.  Manuel  
rejoined Beth Tfiloh, his childhood Modern Orthodox shul in Baltimore. They are a dual shul couple.  Now being 
retired, Jeanie wanted to become more involved with TI. Marion Miller, a good friend and former president of TI, 
got her involved as board member of Kol Nashim (Voice of Women/All Women) which eventually evolved and 
merged into the current day Sisterhood. She has been on the board of Jewish Federation of Howard County,  
National Council of Jewish Women, Temple Isaiah and currently the Pascal Sykes Foundation. She is the TI/TIRS/
TIPS representative to the Community Relations Council (CRC) of Jewish Federation and secretary to the CRC. 
Around TI, she helps with Cold Weather Shelter, assists front office when there is a staff meeting, member of  
sisterhood, volunteers at the gift shop, and covered a water table during the Matzoball 5k.  
 

Even though she had been a member for many years, she didn’t know many people at TI. Becoming a volunteer and a 

board member allowed her to meet people. The more involved she became, the more people she met, and the more 

spiritual she has become. And even though she gives a lot, she feels like she gets much more than she gives.  





                  Men’s Club/Brotherhood 

Sisterhood   

“Bonding, connecting, serving, creating ruach”  

Calendar of Events: 
 

 April 5 - Meet the Author: Noa Baum 
 

 April 22 –Casino Night Fundraiser 7:30pm (Sanctuary &Lobby) 
 Temple Isaiah Casino Night 
 featuring Games of Chance, Dancing,International Grazing Menu, Beer Wine, Great Prizes. 
 Come have fun and don't forget to tell all yourfriends. 
 Cost: $75 per person 
 To pay on-line: https://squareup.com/store/temple-isaiah-sisterhood  
 Attire: Business Casual 
 This event benefits the Jewish Emergency Network, Champions Against Cancer, and Temple Isaiah. 
 Sponsored by Temple Isaiah Sisterhood 
 

 May 11 - Trivia Night with men’s club – White Oak Tavern, Ellicott City 
 

 May 19 – Final Sisterhood Shabbat Dinner 5:00pm (Sanctuary and lobby) 

Matzohball online registration open! 
https://www.facebook.com/events/652024031636111/ 
http://www.charmcityrun.com/…/matzohball-5k-and-1-mile-fun-… 
 

The SignUp Genius is now available for volunteers for the MatzohBall 5K on June 4, 2017. Please come out, 
help out, and support the Temple community and our partner charities for this event! 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094ca8aa29a0fe3-temple1  

Casino Night is coming on April 22nd! It will be a fantastic evening for singles, couples, and groups, with  
gambling for prizes, an international grazing menu, live music, dancing, raffles and more!  Proceeds will  
benefit  the Jewish Emergency Network, Champions Against Cancer, and Temple  Isaiah. Tickets are available 
check (made out to "Temple Isaiah Sisterhood", sent to Doris Geisler, 9048 Bellwart Way,  
Columbia,  MD  21045) or online at https://squareup.com/store/temple-isaiah-sisterhood.  Come for the fun! 
Come for the music!  Come for the food!  Come for all those reasons and more!  We'll see you there. 

Thanks to everyone who helped out at the Pancakes and Purim Breakfast. TI Men’s Club prepared pancakes  
and (turkey) sausages and bacon for TIRS students and staff. 
 

Thanks to all the volunteers that supported 25th annual Jewish Federation Purim Palooza! 
 

Also thanks to all who helped support the Dream Builders' Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction. 

Tuesday, May 16, 2017 - 4th Annual FIDF Baltimore Poker, Blackjack & Mahjong Tournament -  
https://www.fidf.org/pokernight17. 
Chizuk Amuno Congregation—8100 Stevenson Road, Baltimore, MD 21208 

https://squareup.com/store/temple-isaiah-sisterhood
https://www.facebook.com/events/652024031636111/
http://www.charmcityrun.com/calendar/2016/6/5/matzohball-5k-and-1-mile-fun-run
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094ca8aa29a0fe3-temple1
http://squareup.com/store/temple-isaiah-sisterhood
https://www.fidf.org/pokernight17


Religious School 

Reading Hebrew 
 

When I was young, like many of you who were raised in a Jewish home, I went to Religious School on Sunday 
mornings and learned all about Judaics topics: holidays, history, values and more.  Then, starting in 4th grade, 
on Monday and Wednesday (or Tuesday and Thursday, depending on the year), I went for another hour for 
Hebrew School:  learning the Alphabet, learning how to put together letters and vowels, learning to read the 
core Hebrew Prayers (while having no idea what they meant). 
 

It sounds like a lot, but ultimately it was the same 4 hours our students today get at Temple Isaiah, just 
spread out over three days.  I don’t believe it was any more effective, I came out knowing how to recite lots 
of prayers, but I barely knew a lick of Hebrew.  In fact, I thought I’d coast through Hebrew 101 when I  
enrolled in college.  I did for the first two weeks, then I finished the semester with a “C”. 
 

The problem was, back in those days, and continuing to this day in many ways, we just haven’t been teaching 
Hebrew in an effective way that helps students not only get the decoding skills they need for B’nai Mitzvah 
and further learning, but to gain skills to truly have some understanding of the language.  One less than  
helpful method that, thankfully, has long been corrected at TI, is trying to teach students Hebrew in the late 
afternoon after they are tired from a long day at school. 
 

The other major way that Religious and Hebrew Schools have long erred in Hebrew teaching is by starting 
with the Alphabet and decoding skills and then trying to use those skills to teach a limited vocabulary. 
 

Think about how you learned your first language (English for most reading this).  You first heard people speak 
it, then began to speak it yourself and only after 5 or so years of hearing and speaking, did you begin to put 
together the letters to read words you already knew.  This is, of course, how Israelis learn Hebrew as their 
native language, and this is a method we will be looking to replicate at TI as we move toward the future. 
 

While there is a lot to figure out, one piece of this will be a program that will be for Kindergarten through 3rd 
grade students called “Hebrew Through Movement”.  This tested program exposes young children to the 
sound of Hebrew and has them respond to commands of increasing complexity through the course of years.  
This puts the sound of Hebrew into their heads and hearts, so that when they begin to work on decoding, 
they will associate words they are learning to read with words they already know how to understand. 
 

What this means is less of an emphasis on letter and vowel recognition in the lower grades, and more of an 
emphasis on environmental Hebrew spoken by both our Hebrew Through Movement specialist and the  
classroom teachers.  Our youngest students will still learn things like the Aleph-Bet song to develop  
pre-reading skills and see Hebrew rods and letters around the classroom, but this program will not only teach 
them more effectively, but give them more time to learn about the holidays, bible stories and values that can 
make those youngest grades fun. 
 

This type of learning will not make students fluent (no one day a week program can), but it will build a strong 
base in the early years, from which they can flourish as they enter the 4th-6th grade years and turn the act of 
learning decoding Hebrew into an act of truly reading it. 
 
Registration for the 2017-2018 school year has begun. Click here to download the registration packet.  
 
—-Rabbi Daniel Plotkin 

http://templeisaiah.org/images/Forms/TIRS-Registration-2017-2018.pdf


http://templeisaiah.org/online-forms


Youth Group 

15 JYTI-ites came together for our annual Candy Seder and had a blast! Chocolate milk, fireballs, the  
mystery of the afikomen and more—what’s not to love? 

Temple Isaiah’s youth groups promote meaningful Jewish  
relationships and positive Jewish identity through engaging activities. 
 

Club 34: for 3rd and 4th graders 
JYTI (Junior Youth of Temple Isaiah): for 5th-7th graders 
SYTI (Senior Youth of Temple Isaiah): for 8th-12th graders 
 

For more information about Temple Isaiah’s youth groups,  
contact Rachel at Rachel@templeisaiah.org 

Save the Date  
for these upcoming 

events! 
 

May 7– JYTI/SYTI Six Flags Trip 
May 13 - SYTI Havdalah and 
S’mores 





Preschool 

There is no place better to have fun with friends than in the great outdoors.  Our preschool is very 
lucky to have so many outdoor areas to explore and play in at Temple Isaiah! 

 



Renaissance 

Ann Goldscher (410) 730-4652 

Jeff and Sue Dreifuss (301) 490-2111 

Arlene Gillis (410) 531-5508 

Larry and Carol Levin (301) 317-0351 

Ellen Strichartz  (410) 730-5631 

Gary & Meg Weinberg  (410) 312-0100 

Milt and Judy Kline (410) 796-1555 

Sue Appletree (410) 312-9044 

Doris Geisler (410) 964-2829 

Robyn Gold (410) 531-9560 

Carol Friedhoffer (410) 997-5366 

Judy Golub (410) 579-4717 

Renaissance Committee 

On Friday, April 21, Please join the  50 +/- Shabbat Dinner and the Renaissance Group for Shabbat Services  
Dinner is at 6:30pm and is $22.00 per person Shabbat Service will follow at 8pm 
Please RSVP for dinner to Donna at dkaplan117@gmail.com 
Questions:  call Donna 410-804-8973 
Please mail your check to the Temple Office and mark it  "50 Dinner" 

Renaissance Goes Mexican! 
Save the Date for Renaissance Group's Mexican Fiesta Dinner and Klezmer 
Night, our last dinner of the year on Sunday, May 21 at 5pm at the temple.  
Our guest speaker will be Seth Kiebel, who will tell us all about the history of 

Klezmer music and play a song or two to enhance his talk. More details to fol-

low! 

VISIT TO THE RATNER MUSEUM 
“Philip Ratner has spent many years working in sculpture, 
painting, etched glass, tapestry, drawing, and the graphic 
arts. In 1984, he opened The Israel Bible Museum in Safad, 
Israel. Since then, Ratner has spent most of his time there 
developing over 250 works of art on the Bible in sculpture, 
painting and graphics.”  For more information about the  
museum, visit http://www.ratnermuseum.org/.    
 

On June 11 we will visit the Museum, located at 10001 Old 
Georgetown Rd, Bethesda, MD 20814.  We will depart from 
the Temple at 10 AM and carpool to the museum.  There is 
no entry fee but we are asked to give a donation of $5 per                                     
person at the museum.    

 

Please RSVP to Carol Friedhoffer, cg.fried@verizon.net, to say who is coming and if you can drive.  We will 
plan lunch following the tour at a restaurant to be determined.  This will be a lovely opportunity to view  
fascinating pieces of art.  Please join us! 

 

mailto:dkaplan117@gmail.com
http://www.ratnermuseum.org/
mailto:cg.fried@verizon.net


 

www.JewishHowardCounty.org • www.facebook.com/jewishhowardcounty.org 

Jewish Federation Passover Page 
Check out the Federation’s Passover page for recipes, games and a Torah thought to make 
the holiday more meaningful. In addition, find information about Federation Passover events/
programs. Visit JewishHowardCounty.org/Holidays.   
 

Mimouna End of Passover Celebration 
Thursday, April 20, 7—9pm 

Beth Shalom Congregation (8070 Harriet Tubman Ln) 
End Passover with an Israeli-Moroccan traditional celebration, featuring Moroccan music, traditional 
garb dress-up and desserts. All ages welcomes. $20 per person. Walk-ins welcome, but advance 
registration at Associated.org/Mimouna strongly recommended. For more information, contact 
Hadar at Hadar@JewishHowardCounty.org. 
 

Yom HaShoah Service 
Sunday, April 23, 6:30 Exploration of Artifacts / 7pm Memorial Service 

Beth Shalom Congregation (8070 Harriet Tubman Ln) 
Commemorate Yom HaShoah with the Howard County community. This year's program will feature 
the theme "Rescue, Remembrance and Responsibility." Music, songs, interfaith readings, pictures, 
artifacts and survivors sharing moments of remembrance and prayer to honor our past and provide 
hope for our future. For more information, please visit JewishHowardCounty.org/YomHaShoah. 
 

Guys Night Out 
Thursday, May 4, 7pm 

The Reaper’s Den (8919-5 McGraw Court 
Get in the game-indoor sports training fun! Just some nice 
Jewish guys hanging out & playing sports. This event is for 
guys 22-45 and PJ Library dads. Cost is $15. Register by 

April 27
th
 at Associated.org/GuysNightOut. 

 

Fed Live! Beatlemania 
Wednesday, June 7, 6:00 pm Dinner, 7pm  

Reception, 8:00 pm Show 
Sheraton Columbia Town Center Hotel  

"Come together" at Fed Live to acknowledge our honorees 
and celebrate with Beatlemania Returns, a Beatles tribute 
band. Buy tickets today and place an ad to recognize our 
honorees at JewishHowardCounty.org/Beatlemania. 

 

 

http://www.JewishHowardCounty.org
http://www.facebook.com/jewishhowardcounty.org
https://www.jewishhowardcounty.org/holidays
http://www.associated.org/mimouna
mailto:Hadar@JewishHowardCounty.org
https://www.jewishhowardcounty.org/yomhashoah
https://associated.org/guysnightout
https://www.jewishhowardcounty.org/beatlemania


Andy Goldberg Tuition Assistance Fund 

Contributor’s Guide to Funds 

Temple Isaiah strives to be a place where prayer, learning and tikkun olam are vital and fulfilling  
components of our Jewish community. 

Temple Isaiah’s General Fund                                     
“Where It’s Needed Most”: For the general benefit of TI to support and 
enhance programs, allowing for the greatest flexibility in fulfilling our  

mission  

A House of Learning – Beit Midrash                        
Religious School Fund to be used for equipment and special activities 
that support the religious school.                                                                                              

Preschool Fund to be used for equipment and special activities that 
support the TI Panoff preschool.                                                         
Andy Goldberg Tuition Assistance Fund to be used to provide      
financial assistance for tuition to Religious School and Preschool       
families. Andy was a life-long member of TI who died at 40.                             
Library Fund to be used for books and materials that support TI’s    
Library. This fund honors Dalia Feldman, TI’s long-time B’nai Mitzvah 

tutor.   

A House of Prayer – Beit T’filah                                   
Prayer Book Fund to be used to purchase and maintain prayer books.  
The fund honors Michael Brunner, TI’s 3rd president, who passed away  
at a young age.                                                                                         
Judaica/Life Cycle Fund to support life cycle events as well as the  
worship needs of the temple, sanctuary and ritual objects. 

A House of Gathering – Beit Knesset                              
Building Enhancement Fund to be used to enhance and beautify our 
building.                                                                                                 
Mortgage Reduction Fund to be used to reduce the principal of the 

building’s mortgage balance. 

Programming & Cultural Funds – Tarbut Yehudiah                                                                       
Shir Isaiah Fund to be used to cover the costs of our adult choir.       

Cultural Arts and Speaker Fund to be used to support enrichment        

programs such as speakers, concerts, lectures and performances. 

Discretionary Funds                                                       
These funds accept contributions in appreciation of the Rabbi and  
President and are to be used at their discretion to support temple families 
in need and programs:                                                                             
Rabbi Axler’s Discretionary Fund     
Rabbi Plotkin’s Discretionary Fund        
President’s Discretionary Fund  
 

Youth Funds                                                                      
Ben Topus Shabbaton Fund Ben Topus Shabbaton Fund to be used to 
support the annual Shabbaton for teens. Ben died tragically as a  
teenager. His love for the Reform Jewish youth movement is the spirit 
behind this program for our youth.                                                           

Youth Fund to be used to support youth activities and programs 
(including camps and leadership conferences). This fund also supports 
special needs children, assisting in providing them access to TI programs 
and activities. The Youth Fund honors three TI members: Dick Goldberg-
an early leader and past president of TI,  Ellen Brill- a teenage member 
of TI who passed away at an early age and Rabbi Richard Sternberger- 
the Mid-Atlantic Director of UAHC who helped form TI.                     . 
 

Repairing Our World – Tikkun Olam                                    
Social Action Fund to be used to support social service agencies and 
social action projects.  This fund honors Jonathan Altman, a TI member 
who tragically died in his twenties while serving on the TI board; this fund 

remembers his commitment to social action causes. 

Caring for Each Other – G’milut Hasadim                      
Financial Assistance Fund to be used to provide financial assistance 

for dues to families in need. 

SEND DONATIONS TO: Temple Isaiah, 12200 Scaggsville Rd., Fulton, MD 20759 
 

Donor’s Name:___________________________________  Address:___________________________________________________  
 

Phone:__________________________  Donation is:  In Honor of    In Memory of: ___________________________________ 
 

Please send a card to: Name:_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Donation is to the following Fund: 

 Temple Isaiah’s General Fund 
A House of Learning 

 Religious School Fund 

      Special Needs Fund 

 Preschool Fund 

      Renèe’s Garden Fund 

 Andy Goldberg Tuition Assistance Fund 

 Library Fund 
A House of Prayer 

 Prayer Book Fund 

 Judaica/Life Cycle Fund 
A House of Gathering 

 Building Enhancement Fund 

 Mortgage Reduction Fund 
Programming and Cultural Funds 

 Shir Isaiah Fund 

 Cultural Arts and Speaker Fund 
Discretionary Funds 

 Rabbi Axler’s Discretionary Fund 

 Rabbi Plotkin’s Discretionary Fund 

 President’s Discretionary Fund 
Youth Funds 

 Ben Topus Shabbaton Fund 

 Youth Fund 
Repairing Our World 

 Social Action Fund 
Caring For Each Other 

 Financial Assistance Fund 



Donations 

Temple Isaiah General Fund 
In memory of Susan Flax Jaffe 
  from Diane & Lew Neuwelt 
In memory of Edith Goldberg 
  from Margie & Denny Rapport 
 

A House of Learning 
Religious School Fund 
In memory of Raymond Kudisch 
  from The Kudisch Family 
Preschool Fund 
In honor of Carmen & Brandon DeVries 
  from Patricia & Ross Heisman 
 

A House of Gathering 
Building Enhancement Fund 
In memory of Otto Berko 
  from Rayzee & Fred Berko 
In memory of Aaron Abramson 
  from Lynn & David Abramson 
Mortgage Reduction Fund 
In memory of Sydney Barrat 
  from Barbara Solomon 

Programming and Cultural Funds 
Shir Isaiah Fund 
In memory of Shirley Biberman 
  from Dave Zolet 
 

Discretionary Funds 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In memory of Arthur Horowitz 
  from Susan Horowitz 
In memory of Rose Horowitz 
  from Susan Horowitz 
In memory of  Susan Flax Jaffe 
  from Elaine & Sheldon Kramer 
In memory of Frieda Pertman 
  from Mina & Allan Pertman 
In honor of Rabbi Axler 
  from Barbara Lisle 
In memory of Morris Zolet 
  from Dave Zolet 
In honor of Rabbi Axler 
  from Barbara Lisle 
In honor of Rabbi Axler 
  from the Drucker Family 
In memory of Kenneth Rensin 
  from Kathy & Howard Rensin 
In memory of Steven Leiter 
  from Susan Horowitz 
In memory of Charlotte Leiter 
  from Susan Horowitz 
 

Youth Fund 
In honor of Rabbi Axler 
  from Debbie & Lee Engle 
 

 
 

Repairing Our World 
Social Action Fund 
Mazel Tov to Dr. Myron Levine 
  from Marge & Arthur Gold 
In memory of Bernice Fogel 
  from Carol & Jason Shapiro 
 

Caring for Each Other 
Financial Assistance Fund 
In memory of Frieda Pertman 
  from Ellen & Stan Strichartz 
In honor of Rabbi Axler 
  from Debbie & Lee Engle 
In memory of  Susan Flax Jaffe 
  from Ellen & Stan Strichartz 
In memory of Paul Alamar  
  from Ellen & Stan Strichartz 
In memory of Gloria Wolfson 
  from Ellen & Stan Strichartz 
In memory of Jeanette Smertz 
  from Ellen & Stan Strichartz 
In honor of Larry Gordon 
  from Cathie & Gary Perolman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May their memories be for a 

blessing. May the family be 

comforted among the mourners 

of Zion and Jerusalem. 
 

Gloria Wolfson, mother of Sue-Ellen 
Hantman, grandmother of David 
(Jamie) Hantman, Joshua Hantman & 
Deborah Hantman 
 
Bella Koenig, wife of the late Newton 
Koenig, survived by her children  
Karen Blose and Jeff Koenig. 
 
Bernice Fogel, mother of Robin (Joel) 
Shavitz, grandmother of Adam & 
Jeffrey 
 
Sylvia Gold, mother of Jeffrey 
(Robyn) Gold, grandmother of  
Jennifer and Matthew 
 
Barry Handwerger, husband of  
Marilyn, father of Adam (Erin) & 
Korie, grandfather of Anza Kwakye 
Kesse 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
9am Torah Study 
10am Bar Mitzvah  
Nathan Butler 

2 
Good Deeds Day 
Gesher DC Trip 
9am TIRS, Beresheet 
Gift Shop, Men’s Club 
Brunch 
10:45 Jr. Choir 
11am 6th Grade 
Family Ed 
1pm Club 34 
5pm J-Serve 

3 4 5 
11am Gift Shop 
12pm Lunch & 
Learn w/Rabbi 
Axler 

6 
4:45pm BM 
Group Meeting 

7 
8pm Shabbat 
Service 

8 
10:30am Bar  
Mitzvah Robbie 
Engle 
10:30am Tot  
Shabbat 

9 
TIRS Closed 

10 
Office Closes at 
Noon 
TIPS Closed 
1st Seder 

11 
Office Closed 
TIPS Closed 
2nd Seder 
 

12 
TIPS Closed 
Office Closed 

13 14 
8pm Shabbat 
Shalom 

15 
9am Torah Study 

16 
TIRS Closed 

17 
Office Closed 
TIPS Closed 

18 
Office Closed 
TIPS Closed 
7am Yizkor 
7pm Torah on 
Tap 
7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

19 
11am Gift Shop 

20 
4:45pm BM 
Group Meeting 
7pm 2019 B’nai 
Mitzvah Parent 
Meeting 

21 
7pm 50+/- 
Shabbat  
Dinner 
8pm Shabbat 
Service 
(Renaissance) 

22 
10am B’nai  
Mitzvah  Andrew, 
Matthew & Megan 
Hollander 
7pm Casino Night 

23 
9am TIRS, Gift Ship 
9:30am Babies & 
Bagels 
9:45am Jr. Choir 
Gesher & Next Dor 
attend Yom HaHoah  
Event 

24 
Yom HaShoah 

25 26 
11am Gift Shop 
7pm Adult Ed 

27 
4:45pm BM 
Group Meeting 
7pm Grand-
parent’s Circle 
Reunion 

28 
6pm K & 1st 
Grade Family 
Dinner 
7pm Family 
Shabbat  
Dinner 

29 
10am B’nai  
Mitzvah Noah  
Hoffman/Jolie  
Kaylie 

30 
9am TIRS 
Gift Shop 
Volunteer Brunch 
10:45am Jr. Choir 
6pm Gesher, Next 
Dor & Dor v’Dor 
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A Reform Congregation 
of Central Maryland 

12200 Scaggsville Road 

Fulton, Maryland 20759   

 

301 317-1101 Phone 

301 317-1594 Fax 

301 498-0200 Religious School 

301 498-4242 Preschool   

 

http://www.templeisaiah.org 

E-mail to info @templeisaiah.org   

 

Affiliated with the Union for  
Reform Judaism 

 

 

                                           URJ 

Rabbi Craig Axler 

Rabbi Mark J. Panoff, Emeritus 

 

Rebecca Droller 

Cantorial Soloist 

Rabbi Daniel Plotkin 

Rabbi Educator 

Amy Snyder 

Preschool Director 

Helen Winoker 

Administrator/Facilities Manager 

Lori Levitas 

Rabbi’s Assistant 

Rachel Petroff Kessler 

Family Educator 

Beth Luntz 

Administrative Assistant  

 

Board of Trustees   

 

Donna Kasoff 

President 

Marshall Kohen 

Executive Vice President 

Gary Perolman 

Financial Vice President 

Barbara Lisle 

Membership Vice President 

Diana Newman 

Religious Vice President 

Michael Nord 

Treasurer 

Michelle Markow 

Secretary 

Rick Maltz 

Trustee 

Ellen Strichartz 

Trustee 

Lisa Welch 

Trustee 

Eric McCormick 

Trustee 

Andrew Maslan 

Trustee/TIPS Committee 

Lisa Welch 

Trustee/TIRS Committee 

Larry Gordon 

Past President 

Michael Witlin 

Men’s Club President 

Allison Hoffman 

Sisterhood President 

Ben Levitt 

Men’s Club Representative 

Rebecca Fields 

Sisterhood Representative 


