
 Kislev/Tevet 5777 
December 2016  

Friday, December 2 
Shabbat Service  8pm 
 
Saturday, December 3 
Torah Study  9am 
Bar Mitzvah Alec Laraway 10am 
 
Friday, December 9 
Shabbat Service - Choir 8pm 
 
Saturday, December 10 
Bar Mitzvah Max Halpern 10am 
Tot Shabbat  10:30am 
 
Friday, December 16 
Shabbat Service  8pm 
 
Saturday, December 17 
Torah Study  9am 
 
Friday, December 23 
Family Shabbat Service 7:30pm 
 
Friday, December 30 
Hanukkah Family Service 7pm 
 
Friday, January 6 
Munchkin Minyan  6pm 
Shabbat Service  8pm 
 
Friday, January 7 
Torah Study  9am 
Bar Mitzvah Daniel Tuma 10am 
 
Friday, January 13 
Shabbat Service  8pm 
 
Saturday, January 14 
Tot Shabbat  10:30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At Temple Isaiah  

This Month 

The Prophet 
I am grateful that a number of members of Temple Isaiah 
were able to be present at the kickoff event for an initiative 
that Howard County Executive Allan Kittleman held at the 
beginning of this month launching #OneHoward.  I was  
honored to be asked to speak briefly at the event and serve 
on the panel, and wanted to share the words I used that day.  
I also want to encourage our members to become engaged 
in this important effort, one that will continue with  

additional meetings, but more importantly, with ACTION to emphasize that 
we share a set of values and commitments that unify us as One Community.  
You can see the whole event here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=wD_DxRLelck And you can find out more about the initiative here: 
www.onehoward.org 
 
My remarks follow: 
 
My name is Rabbi Craig Axler, and I am proud to be the rabbi of Temple  
Isaiah in Fulton. 
 
When my wife, Pam, and I decided about six years ago that it was time for 
me to seek a synagogue of my own and interview for jobs, it was difficult to 
leave the home of my youth in the Philadelphia region.  We considered many 
places and synagogues, and explored them all.  Many friends who had grown 
up in Howard County or spent considerable time here encouraged us strongly 
– you’ve got to go to Temple Isaiah.  There’s no place better to raise a family 
than Howard County.  And we were wise enough to listen to them, and  
fortunate enough to move here nearly five years ago. 
 
I love living in Howard County.  We love raising our children here, and I love 
being a part of our broader community.  I am a proud parent of three  
children in the Howard County Public Schools, and really feel as though this 
has become our HOME, and will be for a long, long time. 
 
And… I am scared and angry in recent months.  Acts of racism, Anti-Semitism 
and vicious discrimination against groups and individuals on account of  
nationality, religious identity, gender identity and so much more have  
increased at an alarming rate in our community.  Carried in on the prevailing 
winds of intolerance, we have seen again and again that our little haven, our 
planned community and oasis of civility is not immune to these issues.  And it 
is not simply social media status or spray-painted epithets and symbols.  It is 
the coarsening of our discourse and the normalization of hate.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wD_DxRLelck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wD_DxRLelck
http://www.onehoward.org


And that is why I am scared, and yes – angry. 
 

But more so than that – MUCH MORE SO – I am hopeful and encouraged.  And this gathering, for which I am 
thankful to County Executive Kittlemen for asking me to participate – THIS GATHERING is one of the reasons I 
am hopeful. 
 

Just before Thanksgiving, at Temple Isaiah we hosted an interfaith pre-Thanksgiving worship service.  Nearly 
500 individuals from a rainbow of religious groups – Catholics and Jews, Mormons, Presbyterians, Unitarians, 
Muslims, Hindus and more came together to pray, sing and act – raising much needed funds to assist the 
most vulnerable in our community. 
 

I am hopeful because I regularly welcome students from various HCPSS and religious high schools to Temple 
Isaiah to learn about my faith and ask questions, any question – And we learn from and with one another, 
and I have never been more convinced that the next generation rejects the old divisions and hatreds. 
 
I am hopeful because I know in the depths of my soul that when we stand together, when we honor and  
respect our differences, when we gather as we are right now, unified in our diversity, we will prevail over any 
challenge, hatred, bigotry, racism or division.   
 
The great writer, Elie Wiesel, of blessed memory put it this way: 
 

“I know and I speak from experience, that even in the midst of darkness, it is possible to create light and 
share warmth with one another; that even on the edge of the abyss, it is possible to dream exalted dreams of 
compassion; that it is possible to be free and strengthen the ideals of freedom, even within prison walls; that 
even in exile, friendship becomes an anchor.” 
 

Elie Wiesel, Days of Remembrance remarks, April 23, 2009 
 
Gathered together in friendship, we will continue and strengthen one another as One Howard County. 



 

from the President 

Traditionally, at this time of year, we give thanks for our family, friends and the good  
fortune in our lives and so I would like to take this opportunity to give thanks for my TI 
family.  I feel blessed and incredibly fortunate to have the privilege of working with you in 
the effort to strengthen our TI community.  Your kindness, good deeds and generosity are 
second to none. 
 

THANK YOU for caring about the less fortunate by being involved with Cold Weather 
Shelter, Elizabeth House and Dream Builders. 

THANK YOU for caring about our TI families in need by being a part of Care Committee. 

THANK YOU for caring about the environment and TI’s grounds by being active with 
Sacred Grounds Committee. 

THANK YOU for caring about Jewish learning by partaking in Torah study and Lunch and Learns with our clergy.  

THANK YOU for caring about the safety of our congregation and community.  

THANK YOU for caring about making new TI friends by being active with Sisterhood, Men’s Club, Renaissance 
Group, Babies and Bagels and 20’s/30’s Connection. 

THANK YOU for caring about Temple Isaiah’s staff by being on the Personnel Committee. 

THANK YOU for caring about the importance of having resources to aid in Jewish learning by being a part of the   
Library Committee. 

THANK YOU for caring about Jewish worship by being lay leaders and attending services. 

THANK YOU for caring about others in our community of different faiths by participating in Soul to Soul.  

THANK YOU for caring about the Howard County Jewish Community by being active with Jewish Federation.  

THANK YOU for caring about raising money for TI by participating in Matzohball 5K and other fundraisers with     
Sisterhood and Men’s club. 

THANK YOU for caring about making Shabbat services special by being a member of Shir Isaiah.  

THANK YOU for your generosity through your generous donations and volunteerism. 

THANK YOU for caring about making sure every guest who walks into Temple Isaiah feels welcomed.  

THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING YOU DO TO MAKE TEMPLE ISAIAH A THRIVING, FOSTERING, MEANINGFUL, FUN, 
FRIENDLY, HAPPY, BEAUTIFUL, WARM SPIRITUAL PLACE FOR ALL. 

With gratitude, 
 
Donna 



Board Summary 

       Synagogue Life 

 

… to our December B’nai Mitzvah Alec Laraway & Max Halpern 
 

...to Sue & Roy Appletree on the engagement of their daughter Jennifer to Zach Gamiel 
 

...to Jackie & Roger Norden on the birth of their granddaughter Anne Pearl 
 

...to Rachel Petroff & Mark Kessler on the birth of their son Nathan Shalom 

Do a New Year’s  
Mitzvah!  

Volunteer at  
Isaiah's Gifts.  

 

Bookkeeping/ 
Numbers skills helpful.  

 

Part-time volunteer position. 
Sundays and/or Wednesdays  
 

Contact Robyn Gold: 
Robyn.templeisaiah@gmail.com or call 301-351-
6253  

 
ORDER YOUR 2017 MAH JONGG CARD AND DO A  

MITZVAH AT THE SAME TIME.   
 

A portion of the cost of each card goes to the Jewish  
Emergency Network (JEN).  JEN was stablished within the  
Jewish Federation of Howard County to help those individuals 
and families who struggle to place food on the table, heat their 
homes, and provide clothing for their  children. 
 

Card prices remain at $8 for a standard card and $9 for a large 
card.  Please send your checks, made out to Jewish Emergency 

Network, no later than January 20th to:  
 

 EDNA NACHT 
 5141 OVEN BIRD GREEN, COLUMBIA, MD 21044 

 Both early and late High Holiday services were well attended.  The High Holiday committee is hugely appreciative 
to all who volunteered. 

 TI2020 survey will be sent to entire congregation, via email, in the middle of November 

 Temple Isaiah has 7 new members 

 There will be “birthday blessings”, given monthly, at the Friday night Shabbat family service (4th Friday of every 
month) 





Sacred Grounds 

Rain Gardens Put to Bed for the Winter  
 

Congregants thoroughly enjoyed our beautiful gardens in Temple Isaiah’s backyard this summer during outdoor  
evening services.  But November is bed-time for Temple Isaiah’s rain gardens and flowers over the winter months in 
order to grow strong and green for spring.  On the beautiful, sunny morning of Nov. 14, a four-person crew from the 
READY program (Restoring the Environment & Developing Youth) spent the morning hours doing more than just  
cleaning up the gardens.  They had decided which plants had gone to seed and cut back, the status of weeds and any 
invasive plants, what pruning should be done, where transplantation would help a shrub get the right amount of light, 
if mulch should be added especially to the berms, and the general health of the gardens, including the fourth  
storm-water conservation landscaping garden next to the cistern. 
 
The gardens got an A+ overall because they are fulfilling their main function of absorbing thousands of gallons of  
polluted storm water that flow from the roof during rainfall. They definitely prevent erosion and get the water to drain 
into the soil where its filtered by the plant and shrubs and absorbed back into the water table as designed.  The  
gardens are maturing nicely — the first, near the pre-school was built by the READY program in 2012.  They are filling in 
the natural way they were designed, no sculptured look, but rather the look of a meadow. 
 





Religious School 

Re-imagining Jewish Education 
 
While both Rabbi Axler and I spoke about it during the High Holy Days, this past month, the work of our task 
force on re-imagining Jewish education began in earnest.  This task force, chaired by past-presidents Denny 
and Margie Rapport and made up of a cross section of Temple Isaiah members, has the goal of creating a 
vision for our religious school that will allow it to continue its success of years past while adjusting to the 
challenges and opportunities facing Synagogue based Jewish education in the 21st century. 
 
At the first meeting, we discussed important moments in our own education to try to discern some themes 
of what makes for impactful Jewish education.  Among other themes, for almost all of us the moments we 
shared included collaboration, outside of the classroom opportunities and a sense of trust between student 
and teacher.  Following that discussion we also talked about what assumptions there are about Synagogue 
based Jewish education with a goal of looking to improve on those that are negative, accentuate those that 
are positive and correct those that are incorrect. 
 
The next stage of our task, is to observe ourselves with a critical eye – to see what is happening in the  
classrooms.  While I have been doing this my ability to do so is limited by my other duties on Sunday  
mornings to some extent and on Sunday evenings to a larger extent (as I am one of the teachers).  Therefore 
each member of the task force is taking time to observe in the classrooms – so your child may report a  
visitor in the classroom who simply sits quietly over the next two months.  The purpose is to report facts 
about what is happening, not to evaluate the curriculum, students or teacher. 
 
Following that stage we will look outward, looking at other programs that are successful and to see what 
they are doing.  This will involve task force members making site visits to programs around the greater  
Baltimore-Washington area (even up to Philadelphia if needed) and reporting back on what is working or not 
working elsewhere.  Both the internal observations and external observations will inform the vision that 
comes out of this group. 
 
Through the entire process, we will be receiving guidance and coaching from the highly experienced and  
credentialed staff of the Union for Reform Judaism.  Rachel Petroff Kessler and I have already participated in 
both group webinars with the other congregations involved in this process and individual coaching from the 
URJ.  These calls and webinars will continue through the year.  Next month, I will be attending a full day  
seminar in St. Louis dedicated to this group in advance of the larger annual gathering of the Association of 
Reform Jewish Educators.  Then in March, I will travel to Dallas with one or two members of the task force 
for a two day seminar involving both the professional and lay leaders of each congregation. 
 
At various points in this process, we will be asking directly for input from members with children in the  
religious school, and we will clearly communicate when that is necessary.  In the meantime, if you have any 
thoughts about this process, the vision or other synagogues you think we would benefit from visiting or 
speaking with, please be in touch with me directly with your thoughts at rabbiplotkin@templeisaiah.org or 
at the religious school office, 301-498-0200. 

mailto:rabbiplotkin@templeisaiah.org


Preschool 

TIPS Market opened in September.  You may have seen our market stand in the preschool hallway.  At the 
start of each week, we hold “Market Monday”.  Each child in the school brings one piece of fruit, bunch of 
grapes or a fresh vegetable and places it in our market stand on Monday mornings.  Later in the day and 
throughout the week children in each class take turns “shopping” at TIPS Market.  The chosen fruit/
vegetables are brought back to the classroom where the children participate in washing and cutting (with 
child safe knives) the fruits and veggies to enjoy with their friends as part of morning snack.  Our  
preschoolers are really benefiting from this experience and the opportunities it provides.  They get practice 
sharing and taking turns, using fine motor skills to cut and prepare the fruits and vegetables, have been  
introduced to new or unusual types of fruit and many children are tasting and eating fruits or veggies they 
may not have otherwise.  In addition, our children and families were able to perform a mitzvah during the 
week of Thanksgiving when extra fruit was collected for Grassroots.  Many thanks to Jessica Cade for  
delivering the fruit and making that mitzvah happen. 





Sisterhood   

“Bonding, connecting, serving, creating ruach”  

Upcoming Events: 
 

 December 18 –Chanukah cookie exchange 11:30am - 1pm in the Sanctuary 
 
 January 22 – Yoga for the soul– 11:15 am (sancturary) 

This year is flying by and with so many great activities coming up, there is no sign of slowing down!  Our next 
event is a cookie exchange at 11:30 on December 18th which is sure to be both fun and yummy! Just bring a 
batch of your favorite or unique cookies or brownies,  along with a copy of the recipe.  No need to be a baker 
as store bought cookies and brownies are just dandy, too.  Extras are being packaged for Grassroots as tikun 
olam, so we're spreading the tasty, tasty joy. We'll even compile the recipes for a special Sisterhood cookie 
exchange recipe guide.  Hope to see you there! 
 
Thanks (as always), 
 
Allison  

VANCE GILBERT & ELLIS PAUL together in concert at  

The Cellar Stage - Columbia at Temple Isaiah 
12200 Scaggsville Rd, Fulton, Maryland 

Saturday, January 21, 2017         
Show time: 7:30 P.M.    

Tickets $30.00 
Learn more about the artists and purchase tickets online at: 

uptownconcerts.com/cellar-stage-columbia/shows/ 

Cellar Stage™ Columbia 
Presents: 

uptownconcerts.com/cellar-stage-columbia/shows/




Renaissance 

Ann Goldscher (410) 730-4652 

Jeff and Sue Dreifuss (301) 490-2111 

Arlene Gillis (410) 531-5508 

Larry and Carol Levin (301) 317-0351 

Ellen Strichartz  (410) 730-5631 

Gary & Meg Weinberg  (410) 312-0100 

Milt and Judy Kline (410) 796-1555 

Sue Appletree (410) 312-9044 

Doris Geisler (410) 964-2829 

Robyn Gold (410) 531-9560 

Carol Friedhoffer (410) 997-5366 

 

Renaissance Committee 

“Ukraine by Train (and by Car and Van and Foot...)” 
 
Please join us on Sunday, December 18, 2016, at 1:30 p.m., at the Pikesville  
Library’s meeting room, 1301 Reisterstown Road, Pikesville,  
for our next program: “Ukraine by Train (and by Car and Van and Foot...),”  
presented by Lara Diamond. 
 
Lara Diamond will take you on a voyage of discovery through what was Russia,  
Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary when her ancestors left—but which is now all in 
Ukraine.  from the farmlands of Volhynia (where her family members are still  

remembered) to the cemeteries in the middle of Podolia forests; from the rural villages of the Carpathian 
Mountains to modern Lviv, Lara will show you what modern-day Ukraine looks like, what is left of Jewish 
Ukraine, and what she discovered relating to her own family. 
 
The program is free for paid members and $5 for non-members (applied to membership fee when a visitor joins 
JGSMD) after their first meeting. Refreshments will be available. Please check our web site at www.jgsmd.org 
for late updates and for the time, location, and program of future meetings. 
 



                  Men’s Club/Brotherhood 

The Temple Isaiah Men’s Club is comprised of an active group of men who are committed to creating  
programs appealing to a wide array of interests, while promoting camaraderie, friendship, community  
service and fun. 
 
TIMC meets monthly on Sunday mornings for brunch. The meetings include networking, business, and a 
speaker. Bagels, cream cheese, lox, white fish salad, smoked salmon, pastries, fruit, coffee and juice are  
provided. The brunches are timed so you can drop off your kids for Religious School and then walk over to 
the meeting. We are always looking for a few good men to join our ranks. Please come to one of our events 
to check us out.  

 
Upcoming TIMC Events: 
The next TIMC Brunch will be on Sunday, December 11 at 9 am. Our guest speaker will be Rabbi Craig Axler  
 
To all that participate, thank you, we appreciate your membership, your service and your friendship. We are 
always looking for a few good men, please come by and see how you can get involved! We love meeting new 
people. If you have questions, are not sure, or just want to pop in, please email me at mike@witlin.com   
I would be glad to meet you at the next event so you will at least know one other person. 
 
Mike 

To sign up for our  
mailing list please contact Fred Berko at 

timensclub@yahoo.com 
 

Or contact Rob Freedman at 
rob.freedman@am.jll.com 

TIMensClub@groups.facebook.com or                 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TIMensClub/ .  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=7JZxNHK5UqW8vM&tbnid=E_bOB4Q_2a2BYM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://stlukedunellen.org/Apostle/1012/&ei=u4vqUaDaBdHd4AOchICADg&bvm=bv.49478099,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNGlVvFkgHIOSMJrTtU2JSO
mailto:mike@witlin.com
mailto:timensclub@yahoo.com
mailto:TIMensClub@groups.facebook.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TIMensClub/
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Red Tent: A Slice of Life 
Monday, December 12 •  6:00 pm 

HCC Monteabaro Hall 
Israeli born storyteller and author Noa Baum presents an uplifting and entertaining program of traditional 
and personal stories connecting us with timeless wisdom. Noa will also present excerpts from her memoir A 
Land Twice Promised - An Israeli Woman's Quest for Peace. Register for this evening at Associated.org/
redtent. For more info, contact Sophie Novinsky. 
 

Latkes & Vodka 
Saturday, December 17 • 7:00-9:00 pm 

Home of Diane & Rob Freedman 
Why should the kids have all the fun at Chanukah? Join your friends for an adult evening to celebrate the  

Festival of Lights at the home of Diane and Rob Freedman. This event is for Knesset Club members who make 

a gift of $1,200 or more to the Annual Campaign and for Chai Society members, young adults who make a gift 

of $180 or more. Register at Associated.org/LatkesVodka. 

 
Howard County Chanukah Candle Lighting 

Wednesday, December 28 •  5:30 pm 
Howard County Executive—George Howard Building 

The County Executive and the Jewish Federation of Howard County invites the community to a County Candle 

Lighting. Join us for candle lighting, singing and light refreshments on the 5th night of Chanukah. All ages are 

invited. The complete address is 3430 Court House Drive, Ellicott City, MD 21043. Please RSVP 

to jnelson@jewishhowardcounty.org. 

 
Women’s Lunch ‘N Learn: Hot Off the Press 
Wednesday, January 4 • 11:30am-1:00 pm 

10630 Little Patuxent Pkwy, Suite 121 (1st Floor Conference Room) 
The Jewish Federation of Howard County's Women's Division presents a four-part Lunch ‘N Learn program 
about current events in Israel, led by our shlicha, Hadar Shahar. Bring a brown bag lunch—we’ll provide the 
dessert and drinks. For more information, contact Sophie Novinsky. To register, visit Associated.org/
lunchnlearn. 

http://www.JewishHowardCounty.org
http://www.facebook.com/jewishhowardcounty.org
https://associated.org/redtent
https://associated.org/redtent
mailto:snovinsky@jewishhowardcounty.org
https://associated.org/LatkesVodka
mailto:jnelson@jewishhowardcounty.org
mailto:snovinsky@jewishhowardcounty.org
https://associated.org/lunchnlearn
https://associated.org/lunchnlearn


Andy Goldberg Tuition Assistance Fund 

Contributor’s Guide to Funds 

Temple Isaiah strives to be a place where prayer, learning and tikkun olam are vital and fulfilling  
components of our Jewish community. 

Temple Isaiah’s General Fund                                     
“Where It’s Needed Most”: For the general benefit of TI to support and 
enhance programs, allowing for the greatest flexibility in fulfilling our  

mission  

A House of Learning – Beit Midrash                        
Religious School Fund to be used for equipment and special activities 
that support the religious school.                                                                                              

Preschool Fund to be used for equipment and special activities that 
support the TI Panoff preschool.                                                         
Andy Goldberg Tuition Assistance Fund to be used to provide      
financial assistance for tuition to Religious School and Preschool       
families. Andy was a life-long member of TI who died at 40.                             
Library Fund to be used for books and materials that support TI’s    
Library. This fund honors Dalia Feldman, TI’s long-time B’nai Mitzvah 

tutor.   

A House of Prayer – Beit T’filah                                   
Prayer Book Fund to be used to purchase and maintain prayer books.  
The fund honors Michael Brunner, TI’s 3rd president, who passed away  
at a young age.                                                                                         
Judaica/Life Cycle Fund to support life cycle events as well as the  
worship needs of the temple, sanctuary and ritual objects. 

A House of Gathering – Beit Knesset                              
Building Enhancement Fund to be used to enhance and beautify our 
building.                                                                                                 
Mortgage Reduction Fund to be used to reduce the principal of the 

building’s mortgage balance. 

Programming & Cultural Funds – Tarbut Yehudiah                                                                       
Shir Isaiah Fund to be used to cover the costs of our adult choir.       

Cultural Arts and Speaker Fund to be used to support enrichment        

programs such as speakers, concerts, lectures and performances. 

Discretionary Funds                                                       
These funds accept contributions in appreciation of the Rabbi and  
President and are to be used at their discretion to support temple families 
in need and programs:                                                                             
Rabbi Axler’s Discretionary Fund     
Rabbi Plotkin’s Discretionary Fund        
President’s Discretionary Fund  
 

Youth Funds                                                                      
Ben Topus Shabbaton Fund Ben Topus Shabbaton Fund to be used to 
support the annual Shabbaton for teens. Ben died tragically as a  
teenager. His love for the Reform Jewish youth movement is the spirit 
behind this program for our youth.                                                           

Youth Fund to be used to support youth activities and programs 
(including camps and leadership conferences). This fund also supports 
special needs children, assisting in providing them access to TI programs 
and activities. The Youth Fund honors three TI members: Dick Goldberg-
an early leader and past president of TI,  Ellen Brill- a teenage member 
of TI who passed away at an early age and Rabbi Richard Sternberger- 
the Mid-Atlantic Director of UAHC who helped form TI.                     
Youth Services Fund to be used for supporting the costs of Youth  
Services. 
 

Repairing Our World – Tikkun Olam                                    
Social Action Fund to be used to support social service agencies and 
social action projects.  This fund honors Jonathan Altman, a TI member 
who tragically died in his twenties while serving on the TI board; this fund 

remembers his commitment to social action causes. 

Caring for Each Other – G’milut Hasadim                      
Financial Assistance Fund to be used to provide financial assistance 

for dues to families in need. 

SEND DONATIONS TO: Temple Isaiah, 12200 Scaggsville Rd., Fulton, MD 20759 
 

Donor’s Name:___________________________________  Address:___________________________________________________  
 

Phone:__________________________  Donation is: o In Honor of   o In Memory of: ___________________________________  
 

Please send a card to: Name:_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Donation is to the following Fund: 

 Temple Isaiah’s General Fund 
A House of Learning 

 Religious School Fund 

      Special Needs Fund 

 Preschool Fund 

      Renèe’s Garden Fund 

 Andy Goldberg Tuition Assistance Fund 

 Library Fund 
A House of Prayer 

 Prayer Book Fund 

 Judaica/Life Cycle Fund 
A House of Gathering 

 Building Enhancement Fund 

 Mortgage Reduction Fund 
Programming and Cultural Funds 

 Shir Isaiah Fund 

 Cultural Arts and Speaker Fund 
Discretionary Funds 

 Rabbi Axler’s Discretionary Fund 

 Rabbi Plotkin’s Discretionary Fund 

 President’s Discretionary Fund 
Youth Funds 

 Ben Topus Shabbaton Fund 

 Youth Fund 

 Youth Services Fund 
Repairing Our World 

 Social Action Fund 
Caring For Each Other 

 Financial Assistance Fund 



Donations 

Temple Isaiah General Fund 
In memory of Shirley Burger 
  from Lynne & Brian Groveman 
In memory of Shirley Burger 
  from Arlene & Edward Gillis 
In memory of Frances Aderek Pick 
  from Jane A. Mills 
In memory of Mae Boyar 
  from Gail & Jay Boyar 
In memory of Albert Boyar 
  from Gail & Jay Boyar 
In memory of Lewis Tucker 
  from Gail & Jay Boyar 
In memory of Bernice Tucker 
  from Gail & Jay Boyar 
In memory of Alfred Beth 
  from Ken Epstein 
In honor of Irene Goodman 
  from Diane & Lew Neuwelt 
In memory of Albert Saval 
  from Paul Saval 
In memory of Cindy Hankin 
  from Rachel Stern 
In memory of Cindy Hankin 
  from Joanna & Mark Jacobson 
 

A House of Learning 
Religious School Fund 
In memory of Cindy Hankin 
  from Arlene & Edward Gillis 
 
Preschool Fund 
In memory of Cindy Hankin 
  from Rachel, Michael, Bryan &  
   Adam Gelinas 
In memory of Cindy Hankin 
  from The Stauning Family 
In honor of Nathan Shalom Kessler 
  from Rayzee & Fred Berko 
In memory of Charles Israel Tiplitz 
  from The Newman & Teitelbaum  
  Families 
 
Andy Goldberg Tuition  Assistance Fund 
In memory of Robert Trell 
  from Michele & Rob Levine 
Library Fund 
In appreciation of Dalia Feldman 
  from the Hernandez/Kramer Family 
 

A House of Prayer 
Judaica/Life Cycle Fund 
In honor of Nathan Shalom Kessler 
  from Susan & Matthew Soifer 
 

Discretionary Funds 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In memory of Cindy Hankin 
  from Rena & Barry Dubin 
In memory of Igor Kurenbin 
  from Lyubov Kurenbina 
In memory of Elaine Bylis 
  from The Bylis Family 
In appreciation of Rabbi Axler 
  from Elaine & Sheldon Kramer 
In memory of Marvin Zuckerman 
  from Betty & Lee Lachman 
In memory of William Greenwald 
  from David Greenwald 
In appreciation of Rabbi Axler 
  from Mel Benjamin 
In honor of Cindy Sandler 
  from Betsy & Bruce Gould 
 
 
 

In memory of Cindy Hankin 
  from Francine & Robert Clay 
In appreciation of Rabbi Axler 
  from the Hernandez/Kramer Family 
In appreciation of Rabbi Axler 
  from Margaret & Jonathan Weinstein 
 
Rabbi Daniel Plotkin Discretionary Fund 
In honor of Rabbi Dan Plotkin 
  from Marcia & Marc Leavey & Family 
 

Youth Funds 
Ben Topus Shabbaton Fund 
In memory of Douglas Fratz 
  from Roberta & Stuart Breslow 
In memory of Cindy Hankin 
  from Danielle Sapega & Michael Breslow 
 

Repairing Our World 
Social Action Fund 
In memory of Salomon Moses 
  from Malwina Moses 
In memory of Cindy Hankin 
  from Rayzee & Fred Berko 
 

Caring for Each Other 
Financial Assistance Fund 
In memory of Bertram Strober 
  from Carol & Larry Levin 
In memory of Cindy Hankin 
  from the Hernandez/Kramer Family 
In memory of Cindy Hankin 
  from Robyn & Jeff Gold 
 
 
 
 
 

May their memories be for a 

blessing. May the family be 

comforted among the mourners 

of Zion and Jerusalem. 
Alfred Beth, Step-father to Eileen 
(Mark) Eisenberg, step-grandfather 
to Bradley & Sara 
 
Frederick Wilhelm, father to  Pamela 
Wilhelm (Scott Klasman) 
 
Hedi Katzen, mother of Mark Katzen 
(Suzanne), grandmother of Joshua, 
Monica & Elana Katzen 
 
Cindy Hoffman Hankin, beloved wife 
of Ken; devoted mother of Stephanie 
(Dr. Michael) Stein & Jennifer 
Hankin, grandmother of Bradley A. 
Stein 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
4:45 Bar Mitzvah 
Group Session 
7pm Adult Ed - 
King David  

2 
7:15pm Pre-Neg 
for New  
Members 
8pm Shabbat 
Service 
 

3 
9am Torah Study 
10am Bar  
Mitzvah Alec 
Laraway 

4 
9am TIRS 
9am Beresheet 
9am Hanukkah  
Bazaar 
11:15am Adult  
Ed - Ancient  
Wisdom 
6pm Gesher, Next 
Dor 

5 6 
7pm TIRS  
Committee 
Meeting 

7 
11am Gift Shop 
12pm Lunch & 
Learn 

8 
TIPS Closed 
4:45 Bar Mitzvah 
Group Session 
7pm Adult Ed - 
King David  
 
 

9 
8pm Shabbat 
Service 

10 
10am Bar  
Mitzvah Max 
Halpern 
10:30am Tot 
Shabbat 
 

11 
9am TIRS 
9am Gift Shop 
9am Men’s Club 
Brunch 
11am 6th Grade 
Family Ed 
6pm Gesher, Next 
Dor 

12 13 
7pm Executive 
Board Meeting 
8pm TI Board 
Meeting 

14 
TIPS Closed 
11am Gift Shop 

15 
4:45 Bar Mitzvah 
Group Session 
7pm Adult Ed - 
King David  

16 
8pm Shabbat 
Serviced 

17 
9am Torah Study 

18 
9am TIRS 
9am Beresheet 
9am Gift Shop 
9:30am Babies & 
Bagels 
10:45 Junior Choir 
11:30am Sisterhood 
Cookie Exchange 
1pm JYTI Hanukkah 
Party 
6pm Gesher, Next 
Dor, Dor v’Dor 
 

19 20 
7pm Torah on 
Tap with Rabbi 
Plotkin 

21 
11am Gift Shop 
5:30pm TIPS 
Hannukah Event 

22 
4:45 Bar Mitzvah 
Group Session 
7pm Adult Ed - 
King David  

23 
7pm Family 
Shabbat Service 

24 
Hanukkah 1st 
Candle 

25 
TIRS Closed 

26 
TIPS Closed 
Office Closed 

27 
TIPS Closed 

28 
TIPS Closed 

29 
TIPS Closed 

30 
TIPS Closed 

31 

December 2016 



 

A Reform Congregation 
of Central Maryland 

12200 Scaggsville Road 

Fulton, Maryland 20759   

 

301 317-1101 Phone 

301 317-1594 Fax 

301 498-0200 Religious School 

301 498-4242 Preschool   

 

http://www.templeisaiah.org 

E-mail to info @templeisaiah.org   

 

Affiliated with the Union for  
Reform Judaism 

 

 

                                           URJ 

Rabbi Craig Axler 

Rabbi Mark J. Panoff, Emeritus 

 

Rebecca Droller 

Cantorial Soloist 

Rabbi Daniel Plotkin 

Rabbi Educator 

Amy Snyder 

Preschool Director 

Helen Winoker 

Administrator/Facilities Manager 

Lori Levitas 

Rabbi’s Assistant 

Rachel Petroff Kessler 

Family Educator 

Beth Luntz 

Administrative Assistant  

 

Board of Trustees   

 

Donna Kasoff 

President 

Marshall Kohen 

Executive Vice President 

Gary Perolman 

Financial Vice President 

Barbara Lisle 

Membership Vice President 

Diana Newman 

Religious Vice President 

Michael Nord 

Treasurer 

Michelle Markow 

Secretary 

Rick Maltz 

Trustee 

Ellen Strichartz 

Trustee 

Lisa Welch 

Trustee 

Eric McCormick 

Trustee 

Andrew Maslan 

Trustee/TIPS Committee 

Lisa Welch 

Trustee/TIRS Committee 

Larry Gordon 

Past President 

Michael Witlin 

Men’s Club President 

Allison Hoffman 

Sisterhood 

Ben Levitt 

Men’s Club Representative 

Rebecca Fields 

Sisterhood Representative 


