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Remembering Our 
Celebrating Our
 Planning for TI’s FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY, a year-long celebration 
beginning in September of 2019 and ending in June of 2020, is now 
under way. As Co-Chairs of the History Committee, we are requesting 
that you search your files and photo albums for memorabilia relating to 
your family’s relationship with our temple or to the synagogue’s history, and 
share them with us. We understand that many of your items are irreplacible; 
they will be carefully scanned by a member of our committee and then returned 
to you, so please label everything. Beginning in 1970, the three eras of Temple Isaiah 
history are “From the Beginning” with our interim rabbi, Richard Sternberger and first full time rabbi, Steven 
Fuchs, “Our Intermediate Years” with Rabbi Mark Panoff, and “Our Present” with Rabbi Craig Axler. Pictures, 
documents, videos, and written and verbal recollections will be gratefully accepted. Please deliver or email 
what you have to the Temple as soon as possible, so we can produce an amazing 50-year tribute to our 
beloved Temple Isaiah for all of us. Thanks, and start digging into your archives. 

Arlene & Ed Gillis 
for the Fiftieth Committee

 As many of you know, seven of us from Temple Isaiah are working with a refugee family through the 
International Rescue Committee; we meet with them every Tuesday for a total of six months. Our family, 
a father and his three children, came from Burma in February to escape religious persecution — they are 
Christian and are active in their local church. The oldest, 23, is in a Job Corps program to get his GED and 
become an electrician. The second oldest child is in the 11th grade. He had very little formal education in 
Burma, but is exceptionally bright. He thinks everything about school is “special” and desperately wants to 
go to college. I asked him where he saw himself after college and he said “I will get a job and earn money. I 
will visit Burma on holidays and bring money to the people there because they are very poor.” I am humbled 
by his kindness and sincerity. The youngest is their sister, who is 15. She is incredibly sweet and also loves 
school.
 They currently live with the father’s younger brother, sister-in-law, and their 
two young children, who have been living here for about nine years. We’re doing 
our best to help and work with all of them; they haven’t requested much and 
they’re genuinely grateful for everything we do for them. For the most 
part, we’re working on helping them improve their English, and get to 
know and navigate their community.
 At a time when we are surrounded by words and acts of hate, it 
brings us great joy to feel that we’re helping these lovely people, even if 
it’s only in small ways. To share a thought written by our daughter after 
the shooting in Pittsburgh: We must be reminded “to think outside our 
little lives. To help the refugee. To remember when we were strangers. 
To say no to borders, to fear, to anything that makes our lives smaller.” 
 Tikkun Olam — when we repair the world, we repair ourselves. 

PastFuture

Refugee Family Updateby Susan Porter
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 Like so many of you, my heart aches for 
the pain resulting from the horrific attack on 
the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh last 
month. Eleven innocent lives stolen. Dozens 
of others wounded physically; countless 
more devastated emotionally. And the most 
pernicious result — the fact that we may feel 
in any way afraid to come to our sacred space, 
our spiritual home, our communal center — 
the synagogue.
 I want to offer what I shared at the Howard 
Community Interfaith Vigil and Service of 
Mourning held on October 29 at Beth Shalom 
Congregation. There, Cantor Droller and I were 
honored to begin the service with the singing 
of a song I chose for the moment, “Gesher 
Tsar Me’od,” from a text by Rabbi Nachman of 
Bratzlav (1772–1810).
 Reb Nachman was one of the earliest 
and most influential leaders of the Chassidic 
movement, though he lived a tragically short 
life. He knew about REAL DARKNESS — 
individual darkness (he suffered what most 
would call clinical depression) and communal 
darkness (he did not live among the friendliest 
of outside non-Jewish communities, and was — 
frankly — mistreated by many in his own Jewish 
community). But Reb Nachman also knew 
about REAL LIGHT — the kind of individual 
light that dwells in each human being, the 
kind of light that fills a community, and most 
importantly, he knew about the light of God.
 What Reb Nachman knew was that only 
light can dispel darkness.
 He wrote in his spiritual autobiography: 
“Kol HaOlam Kulo Gesher Tsar Me’od” — the 
whole world is a very narrow bridge. And here’s 
where the popular version of the song gets it 

wrong. Most sing the second line: “VeHaIkkar 
Lo L’Fached K’lal” — but the most important 
part is not to be afraid at all. Imagine that! Not 
to be afraid… at all?!? Impossible. Inhuman. 
But what Reb Nachman actually wrote was 
“VeHaIkkar Lo LeHitPacheid K’lal” — the most 
important part is not to become paralyzed by 
fear, not to be overcome by fear… not to let 
fear win! To be afraid is a part of the human 
condition, and there is little we can do to 
eliminate fear. But we are capable of managing 
fear, which is what we do in a time such as this.
 The very next line of Reb Nachman’s journal 
reads: “Kol HaOlam Kulo Malei Nisyonot” — the 
whole world is filled with trials and tribulations. 
“VeHaIkkar Lo LeHitYaeish” — but the most 
important part is not to despair, not to give up 
hope. I commit to you, and I invite you to join 
me in this: We will not give up hope. We will 
not give up hope in our synagogues, wherever 
they stand. We will not give up hope in our 
community. We will not give up hope in our 
country. And we will not give up hope in God’s 
world. To be a part of the Jewish community, 
to be fully human for any person, is to live with 
hope and a commitment to the goodness in 
this world and in humanity. 
 I have been heartened by the messages 
of support and love that have been shared 
with me on social media, through email and 
letter and interpersonally. So many members 
of this congregation have reached out in love. 
Even more so, there has been a steady stream 
of concern, shared horror, and unqualified 
love that has poured in from our non-Jewish 
neighbors and partners. On their behalf, I 
remind us that we may not let fear win; we will 
not despair or give up hope. 

A Message of by Rabbi Craig AxlerHope
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 e Jay & Judie Abramson
 e Steve & Lisa Appler
 e Jason & Karen Beakley
 e Mark & Lisa Biegel
 e Kim Bodin
 e Aaron & Leslie Brodsky
 e David & Lori Burman
 e David & Jodi Dalpe
 e Michael & Dale Eckhaus
 e Jim & Elaine Firestone
 e Michael & Rose Friss
 e Michael & Shayna 

Glicksman
 e Randy & Dina Goldman
 e Jason Goldwater & Yael  

Harris-Goldwater
 e Peter Hall & Danielle 

Doberman
 e Ronald & Anne Hartman

 e Bethany Haskell
 e Michael & Amanda Heir
 e Jason & Lauren Heiserman
 e Alexander & Samantha 

Heisler
 e Steven & Kathleen Joss
 e Libby Kedem
 e Mitchell & Wendy Lax
 e Richard & Randi Leshin
 e Jerry & Alice Levin
 e Carl & Marcia Levine
 e Ryan & Katie Levine
 e Alexander & Nancy Lewin
 e Tracy Lieberman
 e Daniel & Emily Markus
 e Scott & Christy Menter
 e Lloyd & Ann Miller
 e Michael & Tamara Milstein
 e Daniel & Laura Newberger

 e Lee & Laurie Perlis
 e Fred & Clary Pollack
 e Nicholas & Katelyn Riehl
 e Jeffrey & Paula Rosenblatt
 e Brett & Inbal Sander
 e Barry Sasscer & Sarah Mark
 e Barbara Scher
 e Benjamin & Tara Senker
 e Lawrence & Laura Sorkin
 e Arlene Teitelbaum
 e Brett & Rachel Waldman
 e Edward & Marjorie 

Waldman
 e Richard & Rene Wasserkrug
 e Scott & Eileen Wiesenberger
 e Mark & Jessica Zirkle
 e Sam & Meredith Zuckerman
 e Mario & Jennifer Zuniga

Welcome New and Returning Members!

One Book
One Congregation

 In May 2010, an intiative launched on Twitter that encouraged users to 
read the same book, at the same time, borrowing the idea from communities 
around the world who had been engaging in their own public book discussions. 
The brainchild of Jeff Howe, author of Crowdsourcing and an editor at Wired 
Magazine, “One Book, One Twitter” took root.  Suggestions were solicited from 
Twitter users, a vote was held, and the campaign began with the immensely 
popular American Gods, by the brilliant fantasy author, Neil Gaiman. 
 The idea first began in 1998 as an initiative of the Seattle Public Library to 
build a sense of community and promote literacy, and it has become a way for 
a city, school, or in our case, congregation, to have a common goal, bond the 
community, and foster meaningful discussion. It can be a formal discussion, 
such as a book club that has a set meeting time or through an online discussion 
forum, or it can be casual; friends meeting for lunch, chatting when picking your 
kids up from preschool, coming to services a little early to catch up with other 
readers, or overhearing a small group discussion in the lobby and joining in. 
 In the same spirit, Temple Isaiah is starting “One Book, One Congregation.” 
The hope is that reading the same book, having a common goal, will be a way 
to enhance the already strong bond between members. For now, conversations 
will be informal; if you would like to organize a discussion group, please contact 
Lori@templeisaiah.org. Our first book is available on Amazon, in bookstores, 
and at the HoCo Public Library: Dara Horn’s Eternal Life continues her genre-
crossing literary career with a tale that takes the reader back and forth to 
places in time. In order to save the life of her son, Rachel accepts the burden of 
immortality, becoming an accidental witness to Jewish history from the time of 
the Second Temple to the modern day. This amazing, haunting, and beautiful 
tale asks the reader to confront the meanings of family, sacrifice, and love. 

Some names are repeated from the last issue; this is a comprehensive list from January 1–November 5, 2018.



The Prophet Magazine6

 You already know the prime 
place that music plays in the 
worship of our congregation. 
It’s one of the things that first 
drew me to Temple Isaiah years 
ago, when I had the privilege of 
becoming your Rabbi. Cantor 
Droller’s joyful voice guiding us 
through Shabbat, festivals, and 
the High Holy Days is nothing 
short of magical. The deeply 
passionate commitment of 
our choir, Shir Isaiah and their 
leader (and our congregational 
President) Marshall Kohen, 
lift our hearts through their 
contributions to monthly 
“Choir Shabbatot” and special 
programs throughout the year. Over recent years, our Junior Choir has met between the sessions 
of Kulanu to bring the beauty of children’s voices to our musical tapestry. I have been blessed to 
partner with all of the above, as well as Rabbi Plotkin and Rachel Petroff Kessler, to ensure that 
music is at the center of Temple Isaiah’s ritual life.
 Together with all of that, we have had the opportunity over the last several years to host special 
guest artists, whether for a specific program or for a full weekend, who have lifted us even higher 
through their musical gifts. One of those extraordinary opportunities is coming in just a few weeks. 
I hope you will join me in one (or all) of our opportunities to hear and sing with one of the leading 
Jewish songwriters and performers of our generation, Noah Aronson.
 Noah is the rare musician and songwriter able to fuse deeply spiritual values with music of the 
highest quality; compositions which are both accessible and musically nuanced. His pieces have 
worked their way into the liturgy of Reform congregations, summer camps, and gatherings as 
staples of creative musical worship. He has enthralled audiences of every age, and for his last few 
engagements, was one of the primary musical forces behind the Shabbat services and songsessions 
at the Union for Reform Judaism’s Biennial Conventions, attended by more than 5,000 people.
 Noah has released four solo albums of Jewish and spiritual music, including the tremendously 
innovative “Left Side of the Page,” in which he created original settings for several pieces of moving 
poetry found in our Reform prayerbook, Mishkan Tefilah. Of those compositions, “Standing on the 
Parted Shores” has already become a staple at TI choir services. 
 Over December 14 and 15, we will be blessed by Noah’s musical gifts. On Friday night, we will 
have an extended musical service (beginning at 7pm) which will include Noah collaborating with 
both Shir Isaiah and our TI Junior Choir. Saturday morning at 10am, we will gather for Shabbat & 
Schmooze, at which time Noah will lead a musical service in partnership with both Cantor Droller 
and myself — followed by a special kiddush lunch all together. Saturday night, as Shabbat ends, 
we will gather again at 7pm for Havdalah followed by a Kumzitz — an interactive singalong that 
Noah is creating for us. The theme of that gathering will be “Music of Light in the Dark Season of 
the Year,” and will feature both Jewish and secular music.
 All of these experiences are free and open to the congregation and the larger community — so 
bring music-loving friends along! You can RSVP to Lori@templeisaiah.org. We hope you will join us 
for one or more of the opportunities to be lifted through the music of Noah Aronson! 

Noah Aronson
by Rabbi Craig Axler

A Musician-in-Residence Shabbat with
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E. G. Tell me a little about your background.
M. K. I was born in Columbus, Ohio, but my family moved to 
Harrisonburg, Virginia when my dad, Andy, began teaching at James 
Madison University. After graduating from Cornell, I moved to the D.C. 
area and started in a management training program with a financial 

services company. I passed all the qualifying exams, but it didn’t really seem like a good fit. Luck, 
or fate, stepped in and I got a job at SAIC, a technology services company. I was there for about 
15 years. Currently, I’m a Senior Technical Advisor on security at the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. 
E. G. As director of Shir Isaiah, I assume that music has been a big part of your life. What’s the story?
M. K. My mom, Janet, was the cantorial soloist at our synagogue, so I’ve always been around music. 
I studied piano and flute through high school. At Cornell, I was Drum Major of the marching band, 
and Director of the pep band. After graduation, I moved to Northern Virginia, and taught music and 
marching at Herndon High School, which has a nationally-renowned band program. At the same 
time, I was the choir director at Beth El Congregation in Alexandria. All this while working full time. 
E. G. Those of us know know Lynn know that she’s your much better half. How did you two meet?
M. K. So, we were set up on a blind date by two friends “to help sell life insurance,” of all things. That 
was 1992. Obviously, the date went really well and we got married just over a year later. 
E. G. How did you end up at Temple Isaiah?
M. K. After moving to Columbia, we eventually “shul shopped,” and found TI. We liked Rabbi Panoff, 
the school was a good size, it was Reform, and we liked that the membership was diverse. That was 
in 2001, and we’ve been members here ever since. In May 2003, Lynn read in The Prophet that the 
choir director was stepping down. She stopped by the office and told Barbara Rubin, who was the 
administrator at the time, that “my husband was a choir director.” A few days later, Ann Goldscher 
called to tell me that I was their new director, but I thought it might be good to have a two-way 
audition. I’m not sure the choir knew what to expect, but the first rehearsal went well, and 15 years 
later, I still love it! 
E. G. What else have you been up to here?
M. K. I've been on the Board of Trustees for three terms, as V.P. for Finance, Treasurer, and Executive 
Vice President before becoming President. I also got to serve on the search committees that hired 
Becca (cantorial soloist Becca Droller) and Rabbi Axler. And Men's Club, of course. 
E. G. Tell me about Jacob and Rachel. How have they been involved here?
M. K. Jacob (a Senior at Clemson) is a former President of SYTI, and Rachel (a Junior at Howard HS)
is the current President. It runs in the family, it seems. And both 
have also served as madrichim in the religious school.
E. G. What do you think about the upcoming 50th?
M. K. Thrilled, of course and honored to be lucky enough to help 
lead the congregation into our Jubilee year. 
E. G. What about your Presidency? What are you hoping to 
accomplish?
M. K. Temple Isaiah is growing, which is fantastic, but I'm really 
committed to "smart growth," to ensure that we’re serving 
the needs of our congregants in a responsible way. I want to 
work with the lay leadership, the staff, and clergy to set TI up 
for success, both short term and long term. Among other things, 
this includes enhancements in programming, enabling the best 
use of our great building, and fostering involvement of younger 
members to help build that lay leadership for the future. 

Meet Marshall Kohen
Interview with Ed Gillis
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 In the coming weeks, Jews around the 
world will gather in homes, synagogues, and 
even public spaces, to light the candles of 
Hanukkah over the course of eight nights. 
Along with the lighting, we’ll gather for parties, 
services, dinners, and more. The locations of 
these gatherings will vary, but for those eight 
nights, Jews around the world will be nearly 
united in observing these days. 
 At the Western Wall in Jerusalem each 
night, there is a public candle lighting attended 
by a large variety of public figures: religious, 
political, and otherwise. This ritual has 
become a point of controversy, as only men 
participate in the “official” lighting, even as 
some women protesting the male dominance 
of the ceremony bring in their own candles for 
lighting as well. 
 Why is it that on these days, all Jews light candles and why do Jews flock to this particular place, the 
Western Wall, and demand the right to light candles for themselves? The answer lies in a simple word 
in Hebrew: kedusha. The word kedusha is often translated as “holiness,” a quality indicating something 
set aside for sacred purposes. We find it easy to identify objects as holy — when we see a Torah scroll, 
a tallit, or a siddur (prayer book), we immediately know there is a special level of kedusha, holiness, 
attached to them. 
 Harder to grasp, but far more significant for Jews, is the idea of holiness of place versus holiness of 
time. Sometimes I am asked, “Can’t we pray just anywhere?” The answer is, yes. I recall a Rosh Hashanah 
many years ago when, for a variety of reasons space does not allow me to explain, I found myself in 
Las Vegas for Rosh Hashanah, unable to get to a synagogue. Even as the lights, sounds, and insanity of 
Vegas surrounded me, I closed the curtains and said the prayers for Rosh Hashanah in the privacy and 
solitude of my room. There I did find a sense of kedusha, just as many people find that same sense in 
nature, beautiful buildings, and simply coming home after a long journey. 
 The fact is, we don’t need a specific place to pray, but some places are considered holy, and can 
imbue a sense of kedusha to those praying in that space. The presence of community can elevate even 
an ordinary space into a place where holiness is found. More often, people find kedusha in the familiar, 
or places set aside for prayer, like the synagogue sanctuary, the chapel at a summer camp, or the area 
in front of the Western Wall in Jerusalem, a site holy to all Jews. When we enter these areas, prayer is 
sometimes easier, more intense, or more uplifting than praying elsewhere. 
 The idea of holiness in time is a major theme for the Jewish philosopher Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel in his work, The Sabbath. Rabbi Heschel uses Shabbat as the focal point of his explanation of 
holiness in time, calling Shabbat a “Sanctuary in Time.” For Jews, not only is Shabbat holy, but the other 
holidays are as well. For Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, with sanctuaries (and parking lots) full, it can 
be easy to find a sense of holiness in the day. On other days, like Sukkot, Simchat Torah, Shavuot, and 
others, it can be more challenging, as these days do not fit easily into the more secular pattern of our 
lives, and do not lend themselves as easily to home and family celebrations like Passover and Hanukkah. 
 Holiness of time, however, is perhaps the most unifying form of kedusha for Jews. We each have 
different places that we consider holy, or groups barring others from expressing themselves at certain 
more universal sites, and we each have objects we consider “holy,” whether a personal item or the siddur 
we prefer, or the Torah scroll from when we or our child became a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. The days that 

Holiness of TimeHoliness of Spaceby Rabbi Daniel Plotkin

...continued on page 17
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by Susan Gordon and Raya Kridel

The Cold Weather Shelter
 When temperatures drop and the winter chill drives people 
indoors, you might find yourself sitting by a crackling fire with 
your family, resting after a filling dinner, thankful to be warm and 
with the ones you love. As the wind howls and the snow falls, take 
a moment to think about what it would be like if those comforts 
were no longer available. It can happen suddenly, through a 
job loss, a house fire, or fleeing domestic violence; it can also 
happen slowly, through bad investments, rising costs of living, or 
a debilitating illness. It’s always something that happens to other 
people, right? We’re safe, or at least we tell ourselves that we are. 
 In a 2017 Annual Report prepared for the Governor and 
General Assembly of Maryland by the Interagency Council on 
Homelessness, the reasons above were all listed as scenarios that 
can and do occur, with the primary contributing factors being 
a combination of low wages and a lack of available, affordable 
housing. The report noted that over the previous two years, the 
cost of living here has risen to a degree that Maryland has moved 
from eleventh to eighth highest in the 50 states and District of 
Columbia. Additionally, the total number of homeless clients 
served by agencies in Maryland has increased from 27,764 in 
2015 to 31,095 in 2017, a 12% increase in just two years. 
 Like any compelling story, the numbers are only a small part 
of it. The most important part, the reason for acting, is WHO 
those people are. Who is out there, in the howling wind and the 
falling snow? They are exactly the people you would expect, but 
also the people you’d be surprised to see. They’re men, they’re 
women, and perhaps most devastatingly, they’re children. 
 The Cold Weather Shelter program (CWS) began with one 
congregation and two guests, as a collaboration of Grassroots, 
the faith community, and Howard County government, now 
serving 20–25 people per winter season. The program is run 
by Grassroots and protects homeless people (both individuals 
and families) from November–April. It has served close to 1,000 
people since its 2003 inception, and of the faith communities who 
participate, Temple Isaiah is the only synagogue to host CWS 
guests. Our week of hosting will be from New Year’s Eve through 
January 7, and we need volunteers to help in several ways. 
 Grassroots acts as coordinator, shuttling Cold Weather 
Shelter’s guests’ belongings from congregation to congregation 
throughout the shelter season, as well as providing clean bedding 
and toiletries. A case manager helps CWS guests with job and 
housing searches, and they are provided with bus passes for 
transportation to and from appointments and job interviews. A 
volunteer doctor visits during the week, and Grassroots helps 
with any social services that are needed.
 Volunteers from many congregations provide extras such as 
haircuts, help with resumes, yoga, massages, manicures, legal 
assistance, creative writing workshops, and musical performances, 
all in an effort to rehumanize the statistics. 
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Program Highlights 
Mid-November – Mid-February
H a n u k k a h
Hands on Hanukkah
Saturday, December 1, 4–6pm
We are proud to put on this annual Hanukkah event for the greater Jewish 
community, featuring crafts, tasty treats, and a holiday singalong.
 
Hanukkah Lunch & Learn
Wednesday, December 5, 12pm
Pack a lunch and join us for an hour of learning about the holiday on 
Hanukkah! Sponsored by the Renaissance Group; open to all.

Hanukkah Dinner, Shabbat Service, and 
Munchkin Minyan
Friday, December 7, 5:30pm (Munchkin Minyan); 6pm (dinner); 
7pm (service)
Don’t forget to bring your hanukkiah to this annual musical service — we 
begin by lighting all our candles to create an unforgettable light!

connecTIon Latke Making
Saturday, December 8, 7pm
TI’s 20s/30s group celebrates Hanukkah with a night of making (and 
eating!) delicious latkes, from the classic to the adventurous.

M u s i c i a n - i n - R e s i d e n c e  S h a b b a t
Noah Aronson is an energetic and soulful composer/performer whose 
unique musical style propels his music into communities across North 
America, Israel, and Europe. He joins us for a Shabbat of spirited music 
and prayer. You can RSVP to Lori@templeisaiah.org.

Friday, December 14, 7pm
Shabbat Service

Saturday, December 15, 10am
Musical Shabbat & Schmooze

Saturday, December 15, 7pm
Kumzitz (singalong): “Music of Light in the Dark Season of the Year”
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Menorah Lighting Guide
 Hanukkah lasts for eight nights, and on each night, we light an additional 
candle, till all eight are lit. There is a traditional order that we light the candles, 
starting on the right, with the one shamash (helper) candle also lit each night.
 Families often have their own traditions; sometimes with one menorah that is 
a family heirloom, passed down from generation to generation, and some have 
a menorah for each family member. Each has their own, just for them, and the 
whole family lights them together. By the eighth night, it can be quite a spectacle 
of light!
 The first night, place one candle on the rightmost branch and one shamash. 
Light the shamash, use it to light the first night candle, place it in its base, and say 
the following blessing: 

Ba-rukh a-tah a-do-nai
e-lo-hei-nu me-lekh ha-o-lam
a-sher ki-de-sha-nu be-mitz-vo-tav 
ve-tzi-va-nu le-had-lik 
ner shel Hanukkah.

Blessed are you, Adonai our God,
Ruler of the Universe, 
who has sanctified us
with your commandments,
and commanded us to light
the Hanukkah lights.

Ba-rukh a-tah a-do-nai
e-lo-hei-nu me-lekh ha-o-lam
she-a-sa ni-sim la-avo-tei-nu
ba-ya-mim ha-heim ba-ze-man ha-zeh.

Blessed are you, Adonai our God,
Ruler of the Universe,
who performed wondrous deeds for our ancestors
in days of old at this season.

Recite the following blessing only on the first night you light 
the menorah (even if it’s not the first night of Hanukkah).
Ba-rukh a-tah a-do-nai
e-lo-hei-nu me-lekh ha-o-lam
she-hekh-i-ya-nu ve-ki-ma-nu
ve-hi-gi-ya-nu la-ze-man ha-zeh.

Blessed are you, Adonai our God,
Ruler of the Universe,
for giving us life, for sustaining us,
and for enabling us to reach this season. 

Each night, place one more candle, still beginning on the right, and use the 
shamash to light the others. 

 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי
 ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם

 ֲאֶשר ִקְדָשנּו ְבִמְצֹוָתיו
 ְוִצָּונּו ְלַהְדִליק
ֵנר ֶשל ֲחֻנָכה

 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי
 ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם

 ֶשָעָשה ִנִסים ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו
ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה

 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי
 ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם

 ֶשֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיָמנּו
ְוִהִגיָענּו ַלְזַמן ַהֶזה
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in China and Throughout 
Jewish Culture (Part 1 of 2)

First, Some History...
 Mah Jong’s origin is somewhat controversial. Some believe that it developed 
in China during the Qing dynasty, spanning almost three centuries starting in the 
mid-1600s. Others point to the Ming dynasty (1368-1644). There are even those 
who claim that the game was developed by Confucius, known for preaching three 
noble virtues that are symbolized by dragons on tiles used to play the game. 
While generally considered a friendly and social board game, its significance 
may be considered to be akin to a game of poker, featuring gambling and fierce 
competition.
 The exact meaning of the name varies; the original name could be translated 
to mean “sparrow,” consistent with the sound that the tiles make when being 
shuffled. One theory is that it evolved from an ancient card game called Ma-Tiao. 
 In the 1900s, the game started to be played outside China, and it continued 
to evolve and became a cultural icon throughout the world. In the early 1920s, 
Abercrombie & Fitch became the first U.S. company to sell the sets of tiles 
commonly used in the Chinese version. The expanding acceptance of the game 
even prompted the song “Since Ma is Playing Mah Jong,” sung by Eddie Cantor.
 It continued to expand throughout the 1920s and 1930s, resulting in the 
National Mah Jong League (NMJL). While the NMJL permitted open enrollment, it 
was mostly founded by and consisted of Jewish women, featuring friendly games 
without gambling. Later, the American Mah Jong Association was formed. Around 
the 1920s, the game migrated to Europe, primarily Great Britain.
 Today, the popularity of Mah Jong outside of China is hard to pin down and 
even in its home country, it has varied over time. There was even a brief period 
after the Chinese revolution in the mid-1900s that the game, along with other 
gambling activities, was banned by the Communist regime. Today, Mah Jong 
remains very popular in China and throughout the world. The NMJL continues to 
expand, with more than 300,000 members in the U.S. 
Appeal of Mah Jong in Jewish Culture 
 On May 13, 2012, Scarlet Cheng highlighted the Jewish variant of Mah Jong in 
the Los Angeles Times. Ms. Cheng recalled the response by one of the characters 
in “The Joy Luck Club,” who was asked to explain the difference between the 
Chinese and Jewish versions of Mah Jong. She replied that Jewish Mah Jong is 
an “entirely different kind of playing.... they watch only for their own tile, play 
only with their eyes.” While there are certainly other differences, that statement, 
albeit fictionalized, highlights the perceived differences between the two cultures 
though really, Mah Jong engenders deep and meaningful emotions for Jews as 
does the Chinese version for Asians. 
  Similar to the Chinese game, it permeated Jewish culture in the first few 
decades of the 1900s. In her article, Scarlet Cheng cites a statement by Melissa 
Martens Yaverbaum, curator for a show about Mah Jong for the Museum of 
Jewish Heritage: “It [Mah Jong] appealed to the leisure-class ladies who had free 
time and disposable income.” Ms. Cheng states that the game was appealing 
to Jewish women, in part, because of the beautiful artwork depicted on Chinese 
clothing, shoes, tablecloths, and desserts. It remained popular throughout the 
tight-knit Jewish communities from upstate New York to those who migrated to 
the south. Martens Yaverbaum added: “[Mah Jong] helped fuel fantasies of world 
travel, encounters with world culture.” 

by Doug Silverstein
Mah Jong

Next Issue: TI’s Mah Jong Mavens
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LiveStreaming
by Rabbi Craig Axler

 You have likely noticed by now that Temple 
Isaiah has joined the ranks of synagogues 
around the country that are making use of live-
streaming technology. We first fully used this 
platform at the 5779 High Holy Days services, 
enabling many to be able to participate 
virtually in these sacred days of worship and 
community. Since then, we’ve streamed nearly 
all Friday night services and a number of 
special events, including lectures, funerals, and 
concerts. What a blessing it has been!
 I want to share a few of the ways in which 
our live-stream has removed a barrier to 
participation for our members and friends over 
these last few months. I have heard from a 
number of individuals within the congregation 
who have been unable to attend due to 
significant illness — even a few who said 
that this would have been the very first High 
Holy Days services they would have missed 
in their adult lives. But then they saw the 
notification from TI with the link to our live-
stream service, and were able to feel a part of 
their synagogue community from home. I have 
heard from college students who remarked 
how comforting it was to be able to tune in to 
their congregation, either on the live-stream or 
in the archived version, just to get a little taste 
of home. 
 During a recent funeral, family members 
and friends from at least eight states — from 
Rhode Island to Nevada, Michigan to Texas — 
were all able to be present, even though they 
could not travel in time for the service. And 
on the recent #ShowUpForShabbat solidarity 
Friday night after the Tree of Life attack, we 
had not only a surge in physical bodies in the 
sanctuary, but a major surge in online visitors. 

According to the analytics, 57 “unique viewers” 
(which really means individual IP addresses) 
tuned in either live or by the archive to join us in 
worship. My sermon from that Shabbat (really, 
the extraordinary video greeting from our 
neighbors at Oaklands Presbyterian Church) 
has been viewed at this time more than 5500 
times, according to Facebook.
 Technology is always a double-edged 
sword, but I am sure that we will continue 
experimenting —  finding ways to make our 
live-stream a blessing, expanding the reach of 
our congregation, and widening the walls of our 
tent. We hope to include even more members 
of our extended community, regardless of 
the barriers of illness, distance, or anything 
that serves to challenge participation. As 
a congregation, we are grateful to Jeff and 
Janis Goldman, who supported the equipment 
upgrades, service contracts, and various 
costs that will continue to be associated with 
TI live-streaming. In the coming weeks, we 
will begin experimenting with sending our 
broadcast automatically to Facebook, and 
other ways to increase accessibility. We look 
forward to discovering ever more ways to 
utilize this technology. If you have a question 
or suggestion, please contact the synagogue 
office and we will be happy to talk. 
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 For the last couple of years, looking forward to our High Holy Days has meant two things for 
me. Honestly, probably more than two, as during the late summer months I begin a process of 
rereading books that have a High Holy Day theme, and I consciously think about my shortcomings, 
a list too long to repeat here. But, focusing in a more logistical direction and as members of Shir 
Isaiah, Temple Isaiah’s choir, we start the rehearsal process toward joining our talented cantorial 
soloist Becca Droller to sing on Erev Rosh Hashanah and S’lichot services. The members of the choir 
look with anticipation and pride in bringing more music into our liturgy and moments of prayer. Like 
most congregants, Cathie and I also cherish listening to the messages of our clergy that we use as 
a springboard to a more fulfilling year. Finally, I love to see my TI community gather as one, seeking 
renewal and spiritual fulfillment. Recognizing how lucky I feel to be part of this community, and 
being even more fortunate to be one of its leaders, gives me a sense of comfort, emotional solace, 
and a personal joy.
 Last year however, what took place after Erev Rosh Hashanah is where the challenge began. My 
son David, who many years ago helped lead TI Youth High Holy Day services, now works at a small 
synagogue in Barrington, Rhode Island as a Religious School Director and congregational song 
leader (a.k.a. cantorial soloist). Beginning last year, his synagogue asked him to sing the High Holy 
Day liturgy melodies we all look forward to hearing each year. This was a big deal for him and his 
210 member congregation, and we felt we needed to be with him at this time, and feel pride at his 
accomplishment of this religious mitzvah. 
 Of course, getting there for morning services required an early flight, an earlier awakening, and 
enduring the hassle of airplane travel. Additionally, despite the warm welcome by the Rabbi, temple 
administrator, and many congregants we have met since David began at Temple Habonim, it is not 
our Temple. We have been TI members for more than 22 years and the love we feel for our friends 
and TI members cannot be matched, despite our son’s involvement. The prayer book is the same, 
and it is perhaps a little cozier at Tashlich and second-day Rosh Hashanah services, but we do feel 
like we are guests, however special it is for us personally. No Rosh Hashanah in the Park and not 
being able to help out with the many volunteer opportunities that exist during this time period, is a 
loss for us that is tough to overcome.
 One might say to all this that we still have Yom Kippur at TI! Unfortunately, no. As our daughter 
Karen is a Rabbi at a large reform congregation in New Jersey, we travel to spend Kol Nidre and Yom 
Kippur day services with her, as well as to join her for “break the fast.” Karen gives the Yom Kippur 
morning sermon every year at her synagogue and we look forward, as most parents of rabbis do, 
to hearing her and again, feel proud of our daughter’s accomplishment. Of course, Congregation 

by Gary Perolman

Happy 
New Year, 
Where  
Am I?

...continued on page 17
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Social Action
 The Social Action Task Force met for 
the first time on October 18. The purpose 
of the meeting was to review Temple 
Isaiah’s existing social action projects 
and determine what, if anything, might 
be missing from our list. What are issues 
that are important to temple members, 
and how do we want to address these 
issues? 
 The committee strongly feels that the 
congregation needs to find more ways to 
engage young people at Temple Isaiah 
in its volunteer activities. At our next 
meeting, we will brainstorm as to how we 
can do this. We will also whittle down our 
long list of potential social action projects, 
while keeping in mind which activities will 
be the most meaningful for the greatest 
number of congregants. 

Susan Gordon

Building Expansion
 Time flies. It’s been 14 ½ years since we moved into 
our beautiful synagogue building. In that time, we’ve 
grown in size, our demographics have flattened out (we 
have people in all age groups and family situations), 
and our programs have blossomed. Our auxiliary 
groups are thriving. Adult education programming 
has expanded. Our preschool is an exemplar of early 
childhood education. Our religious school has been 
re-invented using a more inclusive approach called 
Kulanu. And we are often bursting at the seams. A 
good problem to have, some would say.
 As part of the TI2020 project, a committee has 
been formed to review the demands on our facility and 
suggest some options for addressing any shortcomings. 
The goals of the committee are:

 Â Identify the issues that interfere with programming.
 Â Identify issues that might constrain programming 

in the future as we expand our current education, 
worship, and social action programs.

 Â Find cost-effective options for mitigating those 
issues.

 So far, this committee has been engaged in 
intensive data gathering. We have talked with all the 
stakeholders in the Temple: our clergy, administrative 
staff, and professionals. We have visited synagogues 
and talked to architects who have wrestled with many 
of the issues we are dealing with now. We have reviewed 
the process that got us from a fallow strawberry farm 
to the finished synagogue facility we occupy today.
 In the future, we will finish prioritizing the 
deficiencies we identify, including those that might be 
particularly urgent. If there are urgent needs, we will 
suggest solutions to the Board. Once the other issues 
are vetted with the Board and Temple staff, we will 
develop a master plan of sorts, including concepts for 
modifying or expanding the building. But these steps 
are in the future. In the meantime, if you have thoughts 
about improvements to our physical spaces, please 
contact Denny Rapport (idr9301@gmail.com), Susan 
Dreifuss (jsdreifuss@gmail.com), or Beth Millstein 
(alto1voice@gmail.com). 

Denny Rapport

TI2020 Task Force Updates

Adult Education
 The Adult Education Task Force 
continues to meet on a regular basis. We 
are actively working on a brief survey to 
help us formulate diverse adult education 
opportunities, to address the needs and 
interests of the congregation. 

Meredith Lundergan
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With TIS
For the last seven years, Temple Isaiah women’s groups (first Kol 

Nashim, now Sisterhood) have graciously invited me to lead book 
discussions twice yearly. A voracious reader, upon completing one 
book, I dash to the library to find a replacement. Yes, I know, I lack 
a Kindle and do not feel deprived that I am missing out on the latest 
technology!

How do I select the books? Sisterhood‘s unwritten guidelines 
require the book to include some Jewish content. Other than that, 
anything goes! (For a list of Jewish authors to explore and their 
notable works, see the accompanying story on page 18.)

Here are some guidelines that I set for myself: the book should 
be available in the library, introduce interesting, thought-provoking 
material, and hold my attention. An inveterate traveler, I often 
zero in on books that give fresh insights into the Jewish diaspora 

or introduce current issues. When I finally select a book, I reread it before creating the discussion 
questions. Researching the book themes and author interviews online add enormous depth to the 
book discussion. Several authors have increased our understanding of their book by answering 
questions preselected by members via Skype set up in our meeting room.
 Book recommendations come from many sources. Our well-read Sisterhood members email 
wonderful suggestions. Rabbi Axler recommended one of the best books I ever read, My Father’s 
Paradise, and participated in the discussion of this book, as well as The Aleppo Codex when I 
called for help with material beyond my knowledge. When taking on transgender issues with Susan 
Faludi’s In the Darkroom, I consulted Rabbi Axler who provided me with information on the Reform 
movement’s stand on the issue and ethical dilemmas that have arisen. Other sources include friends 
who participate in other book clubs, newspaper book reviews, National Public Radio, Jewish Book 
Council or just Googling “Best Jewish Books.” Consistent excellent reviews help me to narrow down 
the choices. Below is a list of the books we have read since I began leading discussions:

 Â Abraham, Bruce Feiler (Sisterhood and Soul to Soul Interfaith Group)
 Â The Invisible Bridge, Julie Orringer
 Â The Septembers of Shiraz, Dalia Sofer
 Â The Man in the White Sharkskin Suit, Lucette Lagnado
 Â My Father’s Paradise, Ariel Sabar
 Â In the Garden of Beasts, Erik Larsen
 Â Crossing the Borders of Time, Leslie Maitland
 Â One More River, Mary Glickman (good discussion but book was not great)
 Â Lisette’s List, Susan Vreeland
 Â Unorthodox, Deborah Feldman
 Â Forgiving Maximo Rothman, A.J. Sidransky
 Â The Kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara, David Kertzer
 Â The Aleppo Codex, Matti Friedman
 Â And After the Fire, Lauren Belfer
 Â In the Darkroom, Susan Faludi
 Â Waking Lions, Ayelet Gundar-Goshen

 Happy reading! 

by Marilyn Handwerger

Between the Pages
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B’nai Jeshurun (TBJ) in Short Hills, New Jersey, with its more than 1100 members, multiple clergy, 
volunteer and professional choir, and 170-year history, is markedly different from Temple Isaiah. 
Because they do not have to do “early and late” services, the Yom Kippur morning service lasted 
well over two hours. They do not use the new High Holy Day prayer book, and the cantorial and 
choir singing is more performance oriented, rather than encouraging congregational participation. 
However, TBJ members have expressed love and appreciation for our daughter, and how wonderful 
they feel that she is “their” Rabbi. Over the 11 years Karen has served B’nai Jeshurun, we have 
met many congregants and they are always happy to see us. However, instead of the traditional 
“Congregants’ Hour” during Yom Kippur afternoon that I so look forward to attending, TBJ uses 
that time for a widely-attended Torah Study, led by their senior Rabbi.
 At the conclusion of each Holy Day, we recognize first-hand the tremendous effort our children 
put forth, and how exhausted they are. My son has to rest his voice, and my daughter’s feet are 
very sore from wearing heels. When we’re home, we aren’t as aware of our clergy and professional 
team’s exhaustion. Fortunately, we get to to finish off the year’s High Holy Days with Sukkot and 
Simchat Torah at TI. 
 As we approach September each year, we are filled with joy and pride, feelings of togetherness 
and friendship, as we travel and share the High Holy Days with our children, other clergy and 
congregations, big and small. Perhaps we are lucky that we get to have these different experiences, 
and it is always a treat to be with our children and grandchildren no matter what time of year, but 
we also recognize that our congregational home is at Temple Isaiah, with the clergy and professional 
team we respect and love, and with our fellow congregants, many we have known for decades. Our 
wish for all is good health and a sweet new year. 

...continued from page 14

...continued from page 8

are holy are, with minor exceptions, universal 
throughout all of Judaism. The day we gather 
to observe Yom Kippur, the holiest of days, is 
the same for Jews around the world. But to 
experience that holiness on most holy days, 
including Shabbat, we must pull ourselves out 
of the everyday and open ourselves up to that 
sense of holiness. 
 Holiness is all around us. In a Torah portion 
read at this time of year, Vayetzei which we 
read November 17 this year, our ancestor 
Jacob comes to a place and has a dream of 
angels ascending to and descending from the 
heavens. Upon waking he states, “God was in 
this place and I did not know.” The opportunity 
for holiness is always around us, but in some 
places and at some times, the opportunities 
are even greater. When we allow ourselves to 
immerse in those places and times, then we 
can find the holiness within and carry it with us 
wherever and whenever we go.  

In the Next Issue...
 e Mah Jong at TI
 e Young Family Volunteering
 e Jewish Education is Essential
 e Who’s Who @ Temple Isaiah
 e One Temple, Many Voices
 e The New JCRC
 e and much more



The Prophet Magazine18

Bits&Pieces

Yiddishkeit
S’iz shver tzu zain a Yid.

סאיז שווער צו זיין א ייד
It’s Hard To Be a Jew is a 1920 Yiddish 
comedy play by Sholom Aleichem. It 
became a very popular saying and is 
still popular, for reasons old and new. 

with Doris Geisler

More Happy Reading
 You’ve read the last page, closed the book, 
and reflected a moment on the world you 
inhabited and the characters you grew to love. If 
you’re ready to move on to the next book, here 
are some Jewish authors to explore, old and new.
Thane Rosenbaum: A professor of law,  
moderator of a discussion series at the 
92nd Street Y, and the son of two Holocaust 
survivors, Rosenbaum’s works explore 
the after effects on the second and third 
generation. Read: Elijah Visible: Stories, The 
Stranger Within Sarah Stein. 
Ayelet Tsabari: An Israeli writer of Yemeni 
descent, she now lives and works in Canada. 
Read: The Best Place on Earth.
Etgar Keret: An Israeli writer of international 
acclaim, Keret has been influential due in 
large part to his use of everyday language, 
slang, and dialect. Read: The Seven Good 
Years, Missing Kissinger.
Karen E. Bender: Splitting her time between 
writing, parenting, and protesting, Bender is 
one of a small group of great Jewish women 
short story writers. Read: The New Order, 
Refund.
Shalom Auslander: Often working with 
existential themes, black humor, and a 
pessimistic outlook, Auslander has been 
compared to David Sedaris. Read: Beware of 
God: Stories, Foreskin’s Lament.
Lavie Tidhar: An Israeli writer who works in 
several genres, including Jewish pulp fantasy, 
alternative history, and science fiction. Read: 
Unholy Land, HebrewPunk.
Aryeh Lev Stollman:  A neuroradiologist, 
Stollman’s work has been awarded the 
Lambda Award for Gay Fiction, and been 
on lists of year-end notable books by the 
National Book Critics Circle and the American 
Library Association. Read: The Illuminated 
Soul, The Dialogues of Time and Entropy.
Jonathan Lethem:  A MacArthur Fellow 
(a.k.a. Genius Grant), Lethem mixes elements 
of science fiction and detective fiction. 
Read: Motherless Brooklyn, The Fortress of 
Solitude. 

R.K.

W h e r e  i s . . . ?
With the redesign of  the new Prophet 
Magazine, some features from the old 
newsletter have been moved to our 
website, and we’ve made others more 
convenient. Here’s a quickie guide:

Donor Recognition:
www.templeisaiah.org/donor-recognition/

Yahrzeits:
www.templeisaiah.org/religious/music-
blessing-prayer/yahrzeit/

Calendar:
www.templeisaiah.org/calendar/

Donation, HHD Contribution, 
Registration, Direct Debit Forms:
www.templeisaiah.org/home/online-
forms/

B’nai Mitzvah Resources (password protected):
www.templeisaiah.org/learning/religious-
school/bnai-mitzvah-resources/
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Who’s Who      Temple Isaiah@

Name: Rabbi Daniel Plotkin
Family: Wife, Rachel, who is the Assistant 
Director at Goucher College Hillel; kids, Ari (11), 
a 6th grader at Beth T’filoh Dahan Community 
Day School and Joshua (9), a 3rd grader at the 
Legacy School in Sykesville; dog, Shushan (3) 
whose main job is to be cute.
Hometown: Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Something You Might Not Know About Me: I 
have a love for American history and I recently 
finished a 7+ year project of reading a biography 
of every U.S. president, from George Washington 
through George H.W. Bush.
Position at Temple Isaiah: Rabbi-Educator
Worked Here Since: Summer of 2016
People Can Come to Me If They Need: 
Information about the Kulanu program, or 
to share ideas and concerns about what 
is happening. I am also available for more 
“traditional” rabbinic support to our families, 
especially if Rabbi Axler has a full schedule.
Why I love being at TI: Besides giving me a 
chance to return to my upbringing and early 
career in the Reform movement, TI is an 
outstanding work environment during the week, 
with a staff that truly gets along well, and lay 
leaders who want to support our work as best 
they can. As wonderful as that all is, Sundays are 
a day I look forward to each week; seeing the 
energy of the students in the Kulanu program, 
the talented teachers, and interacting with 
parents who want the best for their children’s 
Jewish education is the best part of being at TI. 

Join Rabbi Axler for a 
multi-generational

December 21, 2019–
January 1, 2020

Trip to  
Israel!

Celebrate All  
Eight Nights of  

Hanukkah in Israel 

Informational Session
Wednesday,  

December 5, 7pm
Temple Isaiah

 
Proposed Itinerary and initial  
pricing will be available from  

Abrams Travel at the info session.

Those unable to attend can contact  
Lori@templeisaiah.org for details.



Temple Isaiah
12200 Scaggsville Rd.
Fulton, MD 20759

Wanted: talented writers!
If you have a way with words and a knack for telling great 
stories, The Prophet Magazine could use your skills. 

We’re looking for “reporters” to:
 Ā interview long-time members about their lives and Temple 

Isaiah’s history
 Ā write great stories about ways that members connect with 

each other
 Ā profile TI staff and board members 
 Ā write stories about Jewish practice  

and some of the ways to get  
involved and care for the world

Interested? Email  
Raya@templeisaiah.org  
with your story ideas and  
she’ll put you to work!

Temple Isaiah Board of 
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TIPPS Representative
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Mitch Markowitz
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Beth Reiser
Sisterhood

Robyn Gold
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