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From the President
The Moment of Return
As I sat in the sparsely-seated Temple Isaiah Sanctuary for erev
Shabbat services in mid-April, my mind began to wander. I had picked
up a Mishkan T’filah prayerbook even though I knew the liturgy would
be projected on our Sanctuary video screens, moved two single-spaced
chairs together for Cathie and me to sit together, and took in the
experience that I had missed for so long. I made a special effort to
wear a sports jacket and tie (with color-matching kippah), to re-create the special feeling
that what I was doing was different than what I do on ordinary days. This evening was
Shabbat, I was in Temple with my wife and friends, and I was praying and singing and
thinking and feeling the essence of holiness. I was in a state of bliss. But my mind began to
wander.
Some 51 years ago this month, the prolific songwriter and singer, Joni Mitchell, wrote,
published, and recorded her song, “Big Yellow Taxi.” The theme of this song focused on lost
love but also emphasized environmental loss (trees, birds, and bees). It was the refrain of
that song that began to occupy my mind as I sat waiting for services to begin.
Don’t it always seem to go
That you don’t know what you got ‘til it’s gone.
They paved paradise and put up a parking lot.
Although I always agreed with the sentiment of loss expressed by Joni Mitchell, as I
was sitting in the Sanctuary, I was thinking that sometimes you don’t totally realize what
you got until you get it again. Here I was having a front-row seat opposite Rabbi Axler and
Cantor Droller, prayerbook in hand, and looking around. I was in a place where I used to be
all the time, and up until this evening had been absent from for nearly 14 months. Around
me was the Tree of Life, the Yizkor alcove, and our beautiful Ark and Ner Tamid. I ingested
the still-gorgeous stained-glass windows and our enclosed courtyard. Most of all, I saw the
joy in the faces of TI members who came to say Kaddish, as well as one attendee who was
just at the beginning of her Jewish journey. I know as we get to gather in greater numbers,
outdoors or indoors, my understanding of how much I, and our entire Temple family has
lost, will become more and more apparent.
I acknowledge how living in the electronic and computer age has permitted us to gather
from afar to help mitigate the impacts of the greatest enemy of the day and for that, I am
fully grateful. Just imagine if we did not have Zoom, Facebook, or other streaming services.
But despite these 21st-century miracles, something was always missing. What was missing
was you and me.
We have all expressed our hope, wishes, and prayers that soon we will be together, ever
since we had to separate after Purim last year. And now, with the distribution of the Covid
vaccine, these hopes are within reach.
I am so grateful that although we endured this monumental loss in our lives, we are
again able to return to our TI building and Sanctuary, watch our kids go to Kulanu classes,
shop in Isaiah’s Gifts, and wish each other Shabbat Shaloms, Chag Semeachs, and the
greetings that connect us as a people and congregation, and perhaps even hear Joni
Mitchell’s words in our minds. We all knew what we had, and we didn’t need to lose it to
appreciate how incredibly special and central Temple Isaiah is to our lives. The feelings we
will all feel, like those I felt that erev Shabbat in April, will be overwhelming. We will smile
and cry tears of joy, and hug and chat around the Oneg table. As those days finally arrive,
I, for one, will give a sincere thanks to God, in the words of Shehechianu! 
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I Wish I Had Known

by Cindy Ward Sandler

Sometimes I think about where I am
in life and my mind drifts to the retort, “I
wish I had known.” I wish I had known that
COVID was going to strike in March 2020
causing life, as we knew it, to shut down.
If I had known, I would have visited
my mother in February to reminisce and
create new memories.
If I had known, I would have returned
to Israel to volunteer again in the schools
in Kiryat Malachi, a small city comprised
of families from Ethiopia and the former
Soviet Union.
If I had known, I would have taken
some cooking classes to employ the newly
acquired skills to brighten our meals during
the months that restaurants were off the
list of things to do.
If only I had known…
Sinking deeper into these musings, my mind twists to the flipside, “What is the good in
not knowing?”
My mind fills with ideas that knowing in advance the challenges we will face could
increase anxiety, sadness, and feelings of being overwhelmed. Knowing what waits around
the bend, lessens some of the joy of the good times that precede the challenges. The yinyang/dark-light of life allows us to draw upon our strength to confront what we must and
reap the satisfaction of success. A line from Exodus 10:26, We don’t know how we will serve
G-d until we get there and, similarly, a pearl of Deepak Chopra’s, “Embrace the wisdom
of uncertainty,” allude to the benefit of not knowing. Albert Einstein adds to the wisdom
through his reported words, “Out of crisis comes opportunity.” My own mother even added
her thoughts about the natural order of the uncertainty of life when I was a teenager and
distraught over some adolescent crisis. She used to tell me, “It builds character.” These
words did not assuage my teenage self and in my angst, I responded with, “I have enough
character, thank you very much.” [Adolescent eye roll.] Even now, my earlier words still ring
true in my heart when I climb a steep mountain of life. “Thank you very much, but I have
enough character.”
The scope of my lens widens as I search for more understanding, “Ah, there it is!” The
maxim that guides us as we move through the world, Tikkun Olam. If we knew all that laid
ahead, we would follow our prescribed plans and goals, missing the cracks in our lives and
communities in which healing needs to take place. I imagine G-d sitting on high looking
at our world, shaking the head of wisdom muttering, “What a mess.” Then, boom, COVID.
Boom, George Floyd and countless others. Boom, antisemitism revealed. Boom. Boom.
Boom. The earth shakes as justice and G-d won’t be still.
And so, we revive our lives and world supporting social change. We help our neighbors.
We protect those who need shielding. We create new plans. We enact safety measures.
We pull our loved ones closer. We cry, struggle, laugh, and love. For through it all, “not
knowing” builds peace. 
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TI Sisterhood Sends 560

Mishloach Manot

by Charlotte Sass and Lisa Solomon

2021:2

In this time of Covid, as Temple Isaiah Sisterhood fundraising
co-chairs, we accepted the challenge of implementing a successful
fundraiser. We had heard about the success of Mishloach Manot
fundraisers from friends, but were a bit skeptical if Sisterhood could pull
off such an endeavor. After much discussion, we were convinced that
we could do it, with the intention of it becoming an annual Sisterhood
tradition.
As part of the observance of Purim, we are commanded to 1) read
the story of Purim, also called the Book of Esther or The Megillah, 2)
mark the holiday with food, drink, and merriment, 3) give gifts of food
to friends and family, and 4) give charitable contribution to those in
need. These are better known as the four commandments of Purim.
In fulfillment of these obligations, Sisterhood partnered with Happy
Purim, an organization that assists non-profits to run successful
Purim fundraisers. The entire fundraiser was web-based; members
participated with a signup online, selected whom they would like to
send Mishloach Manot to, and securely paid by credit card. Sisterhood
arranged for each family in the congregation to receive a Purim
basket filled with sweet and savory snacks, including the traditional
hamentashen, to be delivered to homes by a team of more than forty
enthusiastic TI volunteer drivers. A Purim grogger was included in
the basket for use during the virtual Purim service. Even out-of-town
members received a basket via USPS. Extra baskets were delivered
to residents in the senior living community of Arbor Terrace in Fulton,
with the assistance of the Federation.
Because of Covid, we wanted to make the assembly process as easy
as possible. We decided to use chocolategelt.com, a company that
had the entire contents pre-packaged in a bag. It was a monumental
task to accomplish, especially during the time of a global pandemic.
But we did it.
Many members expressed a sense of gratitude for the connection
to the synagogue and to one another during a time when so many
of us felt isolated. “Thank so much! It certainly makes me feel very
connected to the community. Haman was so wrong!” said congregant
Rick Slavkin.
We are very thankful for everyone who participated and gave
generously in support of this project. As a result of the overwhelming
generosity of many members, in addition to donating funds to Temple
Isaiah, Sisterhood made a generous donation to the Howard County
Food Bank to help the food insecure in our community, as well as a
donation to Columbia Community Care, a grassroots organization
providing much-needed goods for those unable to provide for
themselves or their families.
The Sisterhood Purim Mishloach Manot Project was a big success.
The plan is to make this an annual project that provides an opportunity
to connect with one another and extend a helping hand to those in
need in our community. We can’t wait to do it again next year! 
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Change the World
Suddenly after more than a year, I feel
a whole lot freer, and not just because I am
thinking about going out to a restaurant.
If you are like me, volunteering my
time to “change the world” is
a large part of my Jewish
identity.
In
Reform
Judaism, Tikkun Olam
(literally “repair the
world”) has become
identified with God’s
purpose for us in
life. And it has been
a bit of a challenge
when confined to
countless in-home
Zoom
meetings.
But over the last
year, Temple Isaiah
members like myself
took up the challenge,
volunteering as best we could
to help those in our community in
need, in advocating for justice, and trying
to “change the world” for the better.
If you are feeling a whole lot freer
now, it is a great time to get involved,
more involved, or re-involved with any of a
number of TI's social action activities. The
next page lists some of the active groups at
TI. Many of these groups focus on chesed
(loving kindness), work to care for others
by helping people directly (e.g., providing
food or shelter). And even during our Covid
“exile,” we found ways to volunteer with a
virtual MatzohBall 5K, bringing food and
supplies for the Grassroots Cold Weather
Shelter, working DreamBuilder desk builds,
and so much more. You can contact the
names on the next page to learn more and
to say you want to get involved.
Much of my efforts over the past year
have been in helping form a brand-new
group, Tzedek Isaiah, focusing on tzedek
(justice) work to advocate for social
change. This new group has been working
closely with the Religious Action Center
(RAC) of the Union for Reform Judaism (I
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by Charles Koplik

served on the RAC advisory board for many
years). During last summer, over 120 TI
members — teens and adults — joined
with Reform synagogues across
America in the “Every Voice,
Every Vote” campaign. We
wrote more than 6,300
postcards and made
hundreds of phone
calls to help voters
in states where they
may have been deregistered, assist
them in checking
their registration
status, re-register,
and vote. One TI
member said, “I was
able to recruit friends
all over the country to
participate — so many
were so glad to be able to do
something!”
Another said, “I enjoyed using all the
colorful pens I own and let my 4-year-old
decorate a few.” And another said, “It felt
great to contribute to such an important
endeavor. My daughter joined, too.”
At our “Express Your Passion” Zoom
gathering
last
November,
Temple
members broke into groups to talk about
social justice issues that “keep us up at
night.” Racism and social inequity featured
prominently among the issues of greatest
concern. Tzedek Isaiah has been focusing
on this area since then, and has joined the
Reform Movement in its new Racial Justice
campaign. This effort will include an action
campaign on voting rights (in which TI
will join with other Maryland synagogues)
and work to address diversity, equity, and
inclusion challenges in our own synagogue
and local community.
Our Temple provides us so many
opportunities — both chesed and tzedek
— to make a difference in people’s lives.
In small ways and large ways, together we
can change the world. 
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Change the World Opportunities
DreamBuilders

Contact: Amy Levitt, levitt5@verizon.net
DreamBuilders is an interfaith community of teens and adults, building homes for
those in need.

Volunteer Opportunities for Families with Young Children

Contact: Rachel Petroff Kessler, Rachel@templeisaiah.org
We gather monthly; most projects are geared towards those with children 3–10,
but all are welcome.

Elizabeth House

Contact: Susan Soifer, slamjs80@gmail.com
Elizabeth House in Laurel provides daily dinners and a food pantry for individuals
and families in need.

Sacred Grounds

Contact: Betsy Singer Marcus, elizabethsinger446@hotmail.com
We are working to reduce our impact on the environment through a number of
measures and initiatives.

Grassroots

Contact: Susan Gordon, susebg@gmail.com
Temple Isaiah members help the Grassroots Day Resource Center monthly to
help feed the those less fortunate in our community. We also host the Grassroots
Cold Weather Shelter for a week each winter.

Tzedek Isaiah

Contact: Chuck Koplik, cmkoplik@alum.mit.edu
We work toward systemic social change through grassroots organizing and
advocacy. Current efforts focus on Racial Justice and Reproductive Health and
Rights.

Knitzvah

Contact: Cathie Perolman, perolman@gmail.com
Sisterhood group knitting and crocheting hats and scarves for Mitzvah Day.

High Holy Day Food Drive

Contact: Ben Levitt, Ben97816@yahoo.com
Men’s Club program where TI members donate groceries to feed the hungry.

The MatzohBall 5K

Contact: matzohballrun@gmail.com
This Men’s Club event is our annual race that benefits local charitable
organizations.

Jewish Federation of Howard County

Contact: Shauna Leavey, sleavey@JewishHowardCounty.org
With Mitzvah Meals, volunteers drop off lunches to feed the hungry. FED TOV
Connections helps Jewish residents in our community who are homebound,
isolated, and living below the poverty level. Major annual hands-on events include
Good Deeds Day and Mitzvah Day. 
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(
The Weak)
Ties That Bind

With Apologies to Bruce Springsteen

by Dennis Rapport
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We can all agree that Temple Isaiah has done a remarkable
job keeping our community connected over the more than a
year that the pandemic has shut down normal operations. From
High Holy Days, to remote b’nai mitzvah, to the more than a half
dozen online activities offered each week, and Shabbat services,
our clergy and staff have provided outstanding programming
and opportunities for us to gather, learn together, and worship
using video-conferencing technology. In fact, the Zoom
gatherings have been so successful that I know several people
who wonder if we will ever give up this mode of interaction.
So, what’s missing? What does gathering in person offer that
the Zoom alternative does not? Is it the energy of having people
in the same room, singing, praying, and learning together? Is it
the opportunity to meet on the side with someone you haven’t
seen for awhile? Is it just the right thing to do, which can never
be replaced by a digital alternative?
Recently a friend pointed me to an article in The Atlantic
titled "The Pandemic Has Erased Entire Categories of
Friendship." In this article, author Amanda Mull discusses a
term that sociologists call “weak ties.” These relationships are
“acquaintances, people you see infrequently, and near strangers
with whom you share some familiarity.” Think of the person you
used to chat with at the gym, whom you knew only because you
both worked out at the same time each week. Or the parent
of a Kulanu student whom you saw each week before or after
classes and shared a few polite greetings. The premise is that
these weak ties round out our social circles and are important
to our well-being, even though these folks are on the periphery
of our lives.
Now I understand the wisdom in Rabbi Axler’s invitation
before the start of erev Shabbat services to find someone you
don’t know and wish them “Shabbat Shalom.” We are creating
weak ties in doing so. The next time we see these folks we
can smile and greet them without an invitation. We can feel
connected just because we are part of the same synagogue, just
because we come to services at the same time, are interested
in the same topic for adult study, or because we both have
students in the religious school.
One thing that Zoom can’t do for us is forge those weak ties.
As Ms. Mull puts it, “Casual friends and acquaintances can be
as important to well-being as family, romantic partners, and
your closest friends.” When the pandemic is past and we are
able to get together in person, how about chatting it up with
people you don’t know well? Let’s try to extend our circle of
friends to casual acquaintances, the weak ties that help create
a community like ours. 
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What Do I Do With It
by TI Staff

?

Disposing
of Judaica

As the COVID-19 quarantine
period comes to a close, many are
feeling the need to "clean house,"
physically and emotionally. Part
of that process may be pulling out
Jewish-related books that might
be older printings or no longer
of interest. At TI, we regularly get
boxes of books donated to our
already crowded library and while
we thank you for thinking of us,
there's a good chance that we
already have it (sometimes several
copies!) or simply don't have the
room available. This article is a
re-run from the Spring 2019 issue
of The Prophet Magazine.
Cleaning out is always a challenging process, all the more so when it is the home of
a recently-departed loved one, or your childhood home. It’s always difficult to know what
to do with things that had personal value and you just aren’t sure what to do with them.
Judaic items, like ritual objects and books, often fall into this category. This article is a
guide to what you can do with those items you no longer wish to keep.
Some items have sacred meanings. If you are in possession of a Torah scroll, old prayer
books, tallitot, tefilin sets, mezuzah scrolls, or Jewish sacred texts such as Bibles in Hebrew/
Chumashim, Talmud volumes and other such items in Hebrew, these need to be buried.
If you have space and ability to do a burial yourself, it’s halachically acceptable (check
local ordinances!). If you don’t, Sol Levinson’s Funeral home in Pikesville accepts such items,
so plan a trip on a weekday, and enjoy some great deli or bagels afterward. If the books
are still in good condition, contact Rabbi Daniel Plotkin, as he has worked with a dealer of
used books and will be glad to connect you with him.
For papers containing the name of God, composting is an excellent method of disposal,
and recycling is acceptable (Reform Responsa 5762.1) if composting is not available.		
Other items are considered on a lower level of kedusha, but should still be handled with
respect. These items include: mezuzah cases, Hanukkah menorahs, Shabbat candlesticks,
seder plates, and more. These items may be thrown away, but donation to a store like
Goodwill or listing on a site like freecycle.org, can give these items new life. Kippot are
clothing items and can be discarded.
For Judaica and Judaic books, including old Hebrew school texts, many people are
inspired to donate them to a synagogue (the same is true of old Judaica). While we
appreciate the thought, we respectfully ask that people find another option. At Temple
Isaiah, our space is limited, our library is full, and any Hebrew school book that is more than
five years old is likely out of date and has been replaced with newer items, especially with
all the new Kulanu curriculum. These items can be placed in recycling bins or thrown away.
We simply don’t have the space to keep it or the resources to process it.
Of course, if you still have questions about what to do with a particular item, feel free to
reach out to our Rabbis. An email with a picture of the item and description, if necessary, is
a great way to do this and they are usually pretty quick to respond and offer suggestions. 
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From Dusk to Dawn
by Helen Winoker
As some of you know, Sandy and I
moved into Independent Senior Housing
in February of 2020 in preparation for my
upcoming retirement. Little did we know
that Covid would turn our plans and lives
upside-down as it did for everyone. However,
what perhaps made it a little different and,
in some ways, challenging is that we went
from living our lives exactly as we chose
to being a part of a community that, out
of safety concerns for its residents had to
look, much like we did at Temple Isaiah, to
see what needed to be considered to keep
ourselves and our neighbors safe. In a
community where almost everyone is over
65 and in the high-risk group, this needed
to be taken very seriously.
Several considerations were put into
place immediately:
Â Masks were worn everywhere in the
building except inside your apartment.
Hand sanitizer was and still is every
where.
Â Temperatures were taken and screening
questions were asked when you came
into the building.
Â No outside visitors in the building. This
included not only family and friends but
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The Age of COVID
also workmen, i.e. the cable guy and
non-essential caregivers.
Â Our dining room was closed down and
food was delivered to your apartment.
Â Activities were cancelled and people
were urged not to congregate in the
lobby.
Â The bus that was many people’s only
transportation for shopping stopped
running.
As the situation worsened it, became
more restrictive. Furniture was removed
from the lobbies, outdoor visits were
banned, and we were all getting tired of
getting our food take-out style. However,
the upside was that we had escaped having
any Covid cases, except for one part-time
employee. The inconvenience and isolation
were paying off.
As time went on, we were looking
at small steps to enable families to get
together. Outdoor tents were set up with
visits that could be scheduled for two
visitors over the age of 18. It didn’t do much
for Sandy and me, but was most critical for
others.
However, an uptick in cases and our
first and only outbreak closed things down
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completely again. We were even asked
not to visit friends in the building in their
apartments.
We were so fortunate that thanks to
the perseverance of staff, family members,
and residents, we were able to finally get
a vaccination clinic in our building. We
received both vaccines from the comfort
of our own building in February and
March, and were fully vaccinated just in
time for Pesach.
As CDC, state, and county guidelines
have begun to change, we are now
beginning to truly reopen. Our dining
room is open with new precautions, but,
food delivery is still available for those who
are not ready to come down yet. Family
visits are allowed in our apartments, but
must be scheduled and are limited to two
people over 18. Our fitness room is open
with limited hours and a sign-up sheet,
and activities have returned to in-person
status (masks are still mandatory and
attendance is limited). Outdoor concerts
1–2 times a week have returned, and
outdoor tables have been purchased to
have dining on the patio for groups of
four people. The bus is running to take a
few people at a time for scenic rides, but
not yet to take people shopping or to the
library.
It is interesting to note that most
people are still extremely cautious and
even hesitant to re-enter the world, even
though they miss seeing family and friends.
It seems to be a slower-paced recovery
as a senior community. It's sometimes
frustrating, however, I am thankful for
the care the community has taken that
has allowed our little community to avoid
much of the illness and death that hit our
age group so hard.
We still have a way to go, but our
new normal is dawning. I can’t wait to
see where we finally land. For now, I am
happy to know that I can safely visit my
children and grandchildren, and I have
a place to live that provides us with safe
opportunities to interact with others. I
just can’t wait, though, to have our usual
sleepover with the grandkids. We do miss
having them visit us more than anything
else! 
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Returning to the
by Lesley Farby & Scott Berkowitz

Bimah

For years, we looked forward to the date when our oldest child, Hannah,
would become a bat mitzvah — April 24, 2021. We received the date in
a special ceremony at the Temple with Rabbi Axler, Rabbi Plotkin, and
Hannah’s classmates more than three years earlier. Hannah was barely
10 at the time, brimming with enthusiasm over the idea of becoming a bat
mitzvah, but certainly a long way off from the experience. And for years
before that, we’d had the idea of traveling to Israel with our extended family
and close friends to celebrate the occasion. We figured that our kids would
finally be old enough to appreciate the trip. And for Hannah, by age 13
and ready to take on the responsibilities of Jewish adulthood, we thought a
trip to Israel would be particularly meaningful. We were also envisioning a
small celebration here in Maryland, for family and local friends to celebrate
the occasion.
Of course, the world had other plans for 2020–21. Like so many other
things in the past 15 months, our long-held vision, which we had just begun
to convert into actual plans, had to adjust.
Our inchoate plans quickly morphed into a series of questions: Would
we even be able to have a ceremony at the synagogue? Would our families,
who all live out of town, be able to come? Would we still be able to travel to
Israel? The answers to these questions did not become known for months,
but there were a few things we knew for certain. We knew that we wanted
to proceed with some ceremony marking Hannah becoming a bat mitzvah
on her original date, in whatever form that could safely take. We knew that
the bat mitzvah marked a beginning rather than a culmination. And we
knew that the bat mitzvah ceremony was about more than just Hannah
— it was about carrying on a long tradition of passing down Torah, and it
symbolized our whole family strengthening and renewing our commitment
to Judaism and our community.
So it felt natural for us, Hannah’s parents, to participate in the
ceremony by reading from the Torah. We both knew how, having done
so decades earlier at our own bar and bat mitzvahs, even if we were a bit
rusty. And we were inspired by the example of Lesley’s mom, Hannah’s
Omi, who, although she had not read from Torah at her own bat mitzvah
ceremony (as was the custom for many girls in those years), had done so
on many occasions since, including the b’nai mitzvah of her children and
grandchildren. Hannah’s Uncle David (Lesley’s brother) was also willing
to read Torah, and we wanted to honor our many other family members
with important roles in the service as well, whether they’d be attending in
person or virtually. Rabbi Axler made it easy. He enthusiastically welcomed
our participation and designated a few portions from that week’s doubleparsha for each of us to learn. He even pointed us to the Pocket Torah
app, which was a big tech upgrade from the audio cassette tapes we had
used to prepare for our own bar and bat mitzvahs. We were able to play
and understand the parsha with a click on our iPhones. The best part was
learning (or relearning) the trope alongside Hannah, and practicing with
and for one another. Hannah was a quick study and certainly helped us
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along the way, and she was the least nervous of the three of us on the big day.
Preparing to read our Torah portions took time and effort (and in one case, a bit of
cramming) in addition to the other planning and re-planning we were doing. But it felt
fitting to be focused on Torah, and not just Zoom and catering logistics, in the weeks and
days leading up to the bat mitzvah. And standing on the bimah with our daughter, literally
and figuratively passing the Torah to her, was indeed a moment we will cherish forever.
Although we had to hit pause on our Israel plans, we hope to travel there next summer
and to celebrate both Hannah and our son Ari becoming a bar mitzvah the following year.
Who knows — maybe we’ll return to the bimah again before too long. 
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Torah Study

@

T emple Isaiah
by Doug Silverstein

Torah study has been conducted at Temple Isaiah (TI) for many years and has always
been an essential part of the continuing education of our congregation, our clergy, and
educators. It has value greater than as a vehicle to strengthen our knowledge of the history
of the Jewish people; it cements the central role of the Torah in our daily lives, providing the
ethical and moral foundation for our community.
Along with many other congregants, Gary Perolman, Dave Zolet, and Denny Rapport
have been devoted participants to Torah study for several decades. Gary stated: "When
I was younger, I saw the Torah as only the five books of Moses. Over the years at Torah
study, 'Torah' has taken on an additional meaning, the other writings and traditions of
the Jewish people. I feel as if Torah study opened new doors for me and for that, I am so
grateful." Dave described the role of Torah in helping form and solidify our ethical behavior.
He stated: “I always looked at it as being the foundation of ethical behavior and an ethical
society, as a springboard to discussion about how these things weave into today's modern
society.” Denny added: “If you're serious about wanting to be part of the Jewish community,
you try to understand the text and commentary that goes back more than 2,000 years.
The Torah is the foundational book of Judaism. If you want to view yourself as a Jew,
you ought to know what Jews through the ages thought about the Torah.” Denny also
highlighted the opportunity in Torah study for participants to learn the perspectives of
others, noting that the weekly readings and commentary are not simply a dialogue, but a
privilege to be informed by the opinions of others and learn. Dave also welcomes the value
of group study to gain others’ insights and viewpoints, cherishes meeting congregants
from various backgrounds, and observing their thought processes. Finally, Gary conveyed
that the concept and practice of Torah comports with the new mission statement of the
Temple, to support lifelong learning.
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The pandemic has posed many serious challenges for our entire society. While it may seem
trite to state that during crises many reach to their faith to retain a sense of normalcy and
continuity, our TI clergy, educators, and leadership ensured that those who sought solace
and reassurance during the pandemic had a source of stability and comfort, via continued
participation in the rich and vast network of Temple activities, including Torah study. Rachel
Petroff Kessler recalled that “of
all the programming adjustments
that we were making at the
beginning of the pandemic, the
decision to put Torah study on
Zoom was one of the easiest. We
had never considered stopping
Torah study.” Rachel noted that
there was a learning curve for
the facilitators and participants
to adjust to the use of online
resources such as Zoom, but
we all discovered meeting
online was irreplaceable for our
congregation. In fact, online
meeting forums have permitted
some to participate in Temple
activities previously unachievable
prior to the pandemic, providing
a vehicle to expand the pool of
participants. Rabbi Daniel Plotkin was initially concerned about the ability to maintain
Torah study but knew very quickly that he wanted to be a part of keeping the adults in our
community engaged. He added that the pandemic has allowed the clergy and educators
to conduct other Bible programs (e.g., “Lunch & Learn”) that may not have been feasible
to do in person, attracting many congregants.
Dave conveyed his appreciation for continuing educational programs such as Torah
study. He said: “One of the first things that crossed my mind at the start of the pandemic
was what we were going to do about Torah study. Judaism is a community endeavor. Having
a sense of community with a group of people sitting in a room studying or worshiping
is wonderful.” While Denny agrees that maintaining Torah study has been a wonderful
experience, he misses the ritual of “getting up a little earlier on Saturday, schmoozing with
a few people before Torah study, seeing somebody I haven't seen for a while and talking to
them, and then thinking about the session on the way home,” while noting the advantage
of online meetings to allow those who cannot travel to the synagogue to participate. Gary
concurred that while participation through Zoom has provided many advantages during
the pandemic, he seeks a return to in-person discussion.
While it is certain Torah study will continue to be a pivotal activity in the continuing
education of our congregation, society is now deciding which experiences and lessons from
the pandemic can be applied to future learning. This raises the question about what, if
anything, should change about Torah study at TI. Gary stated: “Torah study cannot be
richer than it is. A lot of voices in our Temple membership are seeking something more
meaningful in their lives, spiritually, community-wise things. There are so many in our
congregation who are looking for something to connect them. If you are connected as a
part of lifelong learning, you have a place where you want to belong.” Denny wasn’t sure
how Torah study can be enhanced, stating: “Zoom for many of us to conduct business is
about persuasion or get to a decision, consensus, or majority rule as a means to success.
Torah study is not about persuasion at all; it's about listening and learning about what
people think that will convince you that you don't know everything.” Dave agreed that the
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future of Jewish education remains about being together. “The pandemic has brought
out the social nature of people. Currently, we have hybrid study so that people who
can't join in person are able to participate.”
Some innovative ideas emanated from discussions about the experience of Torah
study during the pandemic. Denny conveyed: “There are parents who can't leave their
home because they have childcare responsibilities. For those persons, there is the
potential for a junior congregation or child's activity [during which] the parents could
come to Torah study, including a kiddish. As an alternative, people could come with
their kids who could have a type of [separate] Torah study. Or, on a Saturday evening,
families could come together with their kids and have a Havdalah service, a very light
dinner, and sit around and socialize in which the kids would be in one place and the
adults in another.” Rachel believes that utilizing online resources such as Zoom will
continue as there is a strong desire to create multiple points of access for learning
and worship. She added: “Many people are thinking really hard and assessing different
techniques to see what works best. I think virtual learning as an option is going to be
important to our community. It is going to take some experimentation to see what
the right balance is to make sure that everybody feels like they are having a good
experience.” Rabbi Plotkin agrees that a hybrid version of Torah study will continue and
“will help participation and help people be a part of it again, as one way for those who
may be shy or don't feel comfortable talking to share a thought, an idea, or question.”
The continuation of Torah study during the pandemic has been very meaningful for
our clergy, educators, and congregants. Gary stated: “There is so much I am so happy
about at TI. Torah study is one of them. It is exciting, thought provoking, and stimulating.”
Denny conveyed it would be hard to imagine our congregation not conducting Torah
study as part of our regular educational programs. Dave cited the commitment of our
clergy and educators as crucial to the value of Torah study. He said: “Our leaders have
an enthusiasm and love of Torah study, bring their own style, and teach in different
ways, which makes it great. These are all important parts of what makes the study
special.” 
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Selichot

Saturday, August 28 		

Rosh HaShanah

Selichot Services			6:30pm

Monday, September 6		

Evening Service 			7:30pm

Tuesday, September 7		

Morning Service			8:30am/11:15am

						Family Service			

11:30am

						Rosh Hashanah in the Park

2:30pm

						Tashlich at Centennial Park

3:45pm

Wednesday, September 8		

Morning Service, 2nd day

10am

Friday, September 10		

Shabbat Shuvah			8pm

						Centennial Park– Pavilion H
						

Yom Kippur

Centennial Park — Pavilion H

Wednesday, September 15		

Kol Nidre				7:45pm

Thursday, September 16		

Morning Service			8:30am/11:15am

						Family Service			
						

Centennial Park — Pavilion H

11:30am

						Congregants’ Hour			2pm
						Afternoon Service

		3pm

						Yizkor Service			5pm
						Ne’ilah				5:45pm

Sukkot/Simchat Torah
Sunday, September 19		

Sukkot Fest

Monday, September 20 		

Erev Sukkot Service			7pm

Friday, September 24 		

Shabbat/Sukkot Family Service

Monday, September 27 		

Yizkor Service 			7pm

Tuesday, September 28 		

Simchat Torah Service		 7pm
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President's Report
Annual Meeting
May 27, 2021
by Gary Perolman
Tonight, in our own special way, we say thank
you, we express our gratitude, acknowledge our
losses, and celebrate our accomplishments over
the last year. My thanks to you for attending
tonight and for those who couldn’t make our
Annual Meeting, thank you for voting on the
important matters presented to our Congregation.
Thank you to all our members who join together in
holy community.
When we gathered last Rosh HaShanah, I
spoke about “change,” and noted that our year
ahead could be viewed with uncertainty. But I
also quoted Victor Hugo, who saw the future as
we sometimes view the story of the four children
in our Haggadah: for the Weak, the future is
unattainable; for the Fearful, the future is the
Unknown; for the Courageous, the future creates
Opportunity; and for the Bold and Valiant, the
future is Ideal. I still believe those famous words
and I believe our Temple Board, our incredibly
gifted clergy and staff, and our educators have
been valiant. So many changes were thrust upon
us. We met, discussed, pivoted, and responded
and together, we remained vibrant, engaged, and
optimistic. At the same time, we took steps to
shape our collective future.
Our clergy, educator team and volunteer
congregants produced every conceivable program
and opportunity to gather virtually during this past
year.
Over the last year, our membership has
continued to grow as we approach a community of
570 member families. Temple Isaiah has become
the hub of Jewish life in Central Maryland! We are
a compassionate, caring congregational family,
embracing all who enter our doors and reaching
out to those in search of belonging.
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Our Temple Isaiah Board has worked hard to
make our congregation stronger. This past year
our Board…
Â Approved funding for all aspects of the building
expansion pre-construction phase, as well as the
funding for Phase II of our contract with Evolve
Giving Group, our fundraising consultants.
Â Approved funding for a TI promotional video to
be produced by Lasser Media.
Â Approved funding for a permanent TI Preschool
sign.
Â Updates to our Personnel Handbook.
Â Approved funding for upgrading our WiFi
network.
Â Updated and made significant improvement to
our TI bylaws.
Â We created and approved a new TI Mission
Statement with supporting Values statements.
Â Re-energized a TI2020 committee looking into
the needs of our congregants.
Â We applied for and were granted a 2nd Payroll
Protection Plan loan.
Â Appointed a Board Trustee to specifically
connect with our younger members.
Â Celebrated Rachel Petroff Kessler and Becca
Droller’s 10-year anniversaries.
Â Began fundraising initiatives emphasizing
philanthropy.
Â Initiated a Social Action/Justice gathering.
Â Our Security committee continued to review all
aspects of keeping us safe.
What about our days ahead? Here are some
things in the pipeline:
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Our updated bylaws promote four
important areas: communication, inclusivity, innovation, and values. We added a
new Board VP position to focus on all aspects
of communication with our congregants,
and will build on the steps begun by our ad
hoc Communications committee and our
communications staff member Raya Kridel.
This VP will lead a new committee that will
evaluate how we communicate, and work
with our staff to ensure our messaging is
consistent, coordinated, focused, and using
all available modalities. This will include the
creation of a new website. Our new bylaws
will, for the first time, allow Jewish adjacent
members to serve on our Board. These
members have heretofore been denied the
opportunity to add their stories and talents
to the Temple Isaiah they have supported in
so many other ways. This overdue change
reflects a positive welcome to many who
have desired but not had a seat at the
Board table. Our bylaws also give our
Executive Vice President the responsibility
to be alert to and determine how realworld innovations may be integrated into
our congregation. This added portfolio will
keep Temple Isaiah “ahead of the curve.”
And finally, we added a new Mission
statement to our bylaws, where we commit
ourselves to our core Jewish values;
community, spirituality, lifelong learning,
and social action and justice. Our mission
statement will be prominently posted on
our website and has been distributed to
our schools, staff, and auxiliary groups.
We will use these values to guide us going
forward.
We are beginning to re-engage with inperson indoor and outdoor erev Shabbat
services. As state restrictions are lifted,
our Reopening committee will review our
policies and how we may safely re-engage
our congregation in the coming months.
Even as we move toward a return to what
we knew pre-Covid, we will continue to be
sensitive and responsive to our members
who may not be ready for in-person
activities.
Other new initiatives include:
Â A second cohort of our successful
Emerging Leaders Program;
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Â A more coordinated and enhanced
Social Justice program;
Â The creation of a Philanthropy
committee to work with our Executive
Director to strategize and coordinate
our efforts to support our Temple’s
need to sustain our future.
Â We will continue to take steps to
strengthen our committee structure
and organization.
Â Our 50th Anniversary events have been
rescheduled, beginning in March 2022.
Finally, over the past nine months,
our Building Expansion committee, led
by Denny Rapport, took hundreds of
steps and made hundreds of decisions
to move our project completely through
the pre-construction phase. Thank you to
Denny and his committee of dedicated
volunteers. During the same period, a
building expansion fundraising committee
actively engaged with Evolve Giving Group
to develop the necessary tools to engage
a group of congregants to participate
in a feasibility study. The result of that
study was that our congregation had the
resources to support the expansion project.
We then created a new fundraising group
that selected Past President Larry Gordon
and past Board member Deborah Adler
to co-chair our Capital campaign entitled
“Honoring Tradition, Building Our Future.”
As we move ahead, we look forward to this
major step in our congregation’s history.
Thank you to our wonderful Board
of Trustees, to our staff, and numerous
volunteers.
I am so privileged to work in sacred
partnership with my friend and my Rabbi,
Craig Axler and a new friend and leader,
Executive Director Shelley Engel. I am so
grateful for all the support, guidance, and
patience you have both shown me, as
well as the encouragement and wisdom
you shared with me. Thank you for your
friendship and confidence. Finally, a special
thank you to my wife Cathie, who keeps
me healthy, wealthy in love, and lovingly
shares her wisdom with me. 
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Who’s Who

Pieces

@Temple Isaiah

Tuesday, September 7
Centennial Park, Pavillion H
4800 Woodland Road, Ellicott City
Keep an eye out for more details!

Name: Alex Hoffman
Family: My wife Allison and sons Noah (Hammond
Class of 2022) and Ben (entering Hammond this
fall). We also have two dogs, Sophie and Cleo.

Hometown: San Antonio, TX
Something You Might Not Know About
Me: Obtained a Ph.D. in Pharmacology from the

University of Colorado in 1999; I'm a Staff Scientist
at NIH. I'm an OK guitar strummer with limited
vocal range, who can do a passable version of
"Cat's in the Cradle." I may also be the only person
to appear in a cameo in a Kinky Friedman mystery
novel and have a paper published in Nature
Neuroscience.

Position at Temple Isaiah: Executive VP
I've been a member here since: 2010.
People Can Come to Me If They Need:

Anything. I want my fellow congregants to feel like
they can approach me with any concerns or issues,
or just to say hi. If I don't know the answer to a
question, I'll find out who does!

Why I love being at TI: In a word — community.
Whether it's a Friday night service, Cold Weather
Shelter, or Family Bingo Night, we truly are a
vibrant, inclusive congregation that connects with
so many people. I am thankful that we have such
outstanding clergy, professional staff, and lay
leaders who continue to find new ways to keep us
all connected — both virtually and otherwise! 
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In the Next Issue...

New
Connections
The Prophet Magazine

New and Returning Members!
Mendel & Lila Abrams

Saul & Ruth Lubitz

Ethan & Suzanne Blank

Keith & Gail Marin

John & Sarah Bowe

Harold Michels

Joshua, Rebecca, and Madeline

Holly and Brooke

Isabelle and Aaron

Michael & Hillary Morrow

Asaf Buchner & Hannah Sanderson

Sean and Declan

Navi and Aviv

Andrew & Stacey Dworin
Hailey and Hunter

James & Marilyn Payton
Sandy Twaddell & Elyse Pine
Sarah and Rebekah Twaddell

Hal & Eileen Engel

Elliot & Rebecca Pisner

Rebecca & Matthew Feldman

Ethan and Hannah

Lily and Jacob

Mike & Amanda Pizzurro

Michael & Rachel Gelinas
Bryan and Adam

Bobby & Elaine Gordon

Aiden, Lila. and Elliott

Richard & Randi Rosenblatt

Riley, Jade, and David

Sara & Mikhail Rubinshteyn

Chris & Randi Hilfiger

Ronnie Sanderson

Lily, Arin, and Jace

Daniel & Michelle Jacobs

Robert & Jessalyn Schaefer
Jonah and Emma

Harper, Logan, and Reese

Stefanie & Jason Kirchheimer
Ari, Leon, and Evelyn

Did You
Know?
The High Holy Days
are coming up — you
can read Rabbi Axler's
sermons from last year
on our website.
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Laura Topper
Andrew & Alexandra Weiss
Averil and Mathilde

https://bit.ly/RHmorn_5781
https://bit.ly/KolNidrei_5781
https://bit.ly/YKmorn_5781
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FUNERAL CARE &
ADVANCE PLANNING

Serving the Jewish community for over 125 years.

Advance planning available
www.sollevinson.com 410-730-7230
Columbia Arrangement Center 5560 Sterrett Place Columbia, MD 21044
•

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.lpicommunities.com

•

Temple Isaiah, Fulton, MD 03-1370

Contact Douglas Shaller to place an ad today!
dshaller@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6458

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today!
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.lpicommunities.com

Temple Isaiah, Fulton, MD 03-1370

Temple Isaiah
12200 Scaggsville Rd.
Fulton, MD 20759

Temple Isaiah Board of
Trustees 2021–22
Gary Perolman
President
Alex Hoffman
Executive VP
Ken Hankin
Financial VP
and Treasurer
Lisa Welch
Membership VP
Michelle Ostroff
Religious VP
Vacant
Communications VP
Jessica Cade
Secretary
Morey Kogul
TIPPS Representative
Lesley Farby
Kulanu Representative
Joel Recht
Men’s Club
Beth Reiser
Sisterhood
Erik Avant
Trustee
Rob Freedman
Trustee
Mitch Kavalsky
Trustee
Marshall Kohen
Immediate
Past President

Want to know more...

about our planned building expansion, and how
YOU can be a part of Temple Isaiah's future?
Contact Executive Director Shelley Engel,
Shelley@templeisaiah.org or call 301.317.1101.

